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«, HeUing Lmai, junr. <l 
the Hid dinjici, halh depoaited is Itui offlce, Ihe tilk ol 
■ bosk (he right vhennr be ebinii m pnprieur, in Ua 

lunli alidon. With tin 

la ubfbmuty to the act ot the Congren of the United 
9iuet, intitkd, " An act for the eiKwingcmfnt uf leant 
ini: by kecuring the cojrie* of cdApi, chani, aod booki, td 
tbe antlion and phipritton of lucfa eopica daring tbt 
limei therein mentioDrd." And ebo lo Uk an, intitled 
the a«,lDthl(d, ' Ad act Ibr tht 
;, bj Ktmring Uw cotAa of iiap( 
€liarti,aDdboali^tolheautbonaDdproprie(oncfmch eo 
^e> during the tiiaci dmon nKniioDed," bjhI enendini 
llie beoefiu thereof ta the am of dengiUng, engraTio^ 
and etching hiitorica] and other printi>" 

PHILIP MOORE, 
Cltrt tfilK DtilTict tf Mariilanil, 



TO 

THE FOURTH EDITION. 

n.lIC publisher having become possessed of a 
•opy of *< The British Spy/' which has passed 
Ihroagh the hands of the author, eagerly em- 
braces an opportunity of submitting a correct edi« 
tion of that work to the patronage of the public. 
These letters were originally inserted in a daily 
journal; and they appeared with all the imperfec* 
tions to which such a mode ctf publication is una« 
jf Toidably liable. In the present edition, a variety 
V. of errors have been corrected; and nothing hat 
«^een spared which it was supposed could add to 

t- Of the literary merits of a work which hat 
, passed the ordeal of criticism with honour, not 
^ «ily to the author bat to his cooDtry, it would 



4 , AnVKBTlSEMEHT. 

be ImpeiiineDt to ipeRk. Commoa fame hu i 
cided it to be the fruit <£ in American pen; a 
dauMil tute hw ^mouBrei it to be the i 
■pring <£ gemni. To thoie who wodU Inealo 
ine, thM tliii ik the oouati; 



ve eoQld offer the letlen of the Britiah 8117 
■D lUtqneitiotiible endenoe that Amenea ii ii 
tied to a high rank in the repoblic of letters; a 
that (he empyreal flame ma; be rMpind aai 



XO THE XDITOK OF THE VniOIMIA ARGUS. 

Sir, 

J. HE manoacript, from vhich the foUowing lei- 
ten are citnioted, was found in the bed chamber 
of a boarding house in a seaport town of Virginia. 
The gentleman, who had prenouslj occupied that 
chamber, is represented by the mistress of the 
house to have been a meek and harmless young 
man, who meddled very little with the affairs of 
others, and concerning whom no one appeared 
tafficiently interested to make any inquiry. As it 
seems from the manuscript that the name by 
'which he passed • as not his real name, and as, 
moreover, she knew nothing of his residence, so 
that she was totally ignorant to whom and whither 
to direct it, she considered the manuscript as law- 
fill prize and made a present of it to me. It seems 
to be a copy of letters written by a young EngUsh- 
man of ranky during a tour through the United 



iJiBlCi, in I S03, to a member of the BntUh i 
nient. Tliej are dsteil fram alnioai eyerj p 
tbe United Sutea, conuJu a great Jeat of g< 
pbical ileEcrilitloniadcliiiestioiiofeviay chni 

■ great mixture of moral anil (lolitii^ul oljaevi 
The leltei-» are prctlUy written. Pei-sons of 
description will find in them a light anil agn 
entertainment; and to the jouoger pai-l of 

present I select a few whirh were wiillen 
, anri, by way at distinction, will 
them to^ouundor tbe litis of the British & 



LETTEltS. 

LETTER I. 

Rirhmond, September I. 

JL OU complain, m j dear S , that althougU 

I have been resident in Richmond upwards of six 
months, you have heard nothing from me since 
xaj arrivaL The truth is, that 1 had suspended 
writing until a more intimate aequaintauce with 
the people and their country should fumuh me 
with the materials for a coirespondence. Having 
DOW collected those materials, the apology ceases, 
and the correspondence begins. But first, a word 
of myself. 

I still continue to wear the mask, and most 
willingly exchange the attentions, which would 
be paid to my rank, for the superior and exqui- 
site pleasure of inspecting this country and this 
people, without attracting to myself a single eye 
of curiosity, or awakening a shade of suspicion. 
Under my assumed name, 1 gain an admission 
dose enough to trace, «t^ leisure, fiiwj tine ^f 
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the American character; while the plaiw ^ »_ 
Father humility of ray appearance, ray ^22sr 
and conversation, put no one on his gu.a/«; 
enable me to take the portnut of nature, i 
were, asleep and naked. Besides there is sc 
tiling ctf innocent roguery in this masquen 
irhieh I am pUying, that sorts very well with 
sportiveness of my temper. To sit and decoy 
human heart from behind all its disguises; 
watch the capricious evdutions of unrestrainei 
nature, frisking, curveting and gamboling at hei 
ease, with the curtain of ceremony drawn up t( 
the very sky — O! it b delightful! 

You are perhaps surprised at my speaking o 
the attentions which would be paid in this coun 
try to my rank. You will suppose that I have for 
gotten where 1 am: no such thing. I remembe 
well enough that I am in Virginia, that state 
which, of all the rest, plumes herself most highl; 
on the demoeratiG spirit of her principles. He 
political principles are, indeed, democratic enougl 
in all conscience. Rights and privileges, as rega 
Uted by tlie eoastitntioQ of the »tate« belong ii 
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eqtial degree to all the citizens; and Peter Piop 
da^^s remark is perfectlj true of the people of 
this country, that ''every blackguard scoundrel 
is a king."* Nevertheless, there exists in Yirgi* 
nia a species cf sodal rank, from ivhich no coon* 
try can, I presume, be intirely free. 1 mean that 
]|Und of rank which arises from the different de- 
grees <^ wealth and of intellectual refinement. 
These must introduce a style of living and of COD* 
Tei'sation, the former of which a poor man cannot 
attain, while an ignorant one would be incapable 
of enjoying the latter. It seems to me that from 
these causes, wherever they may exist, circles of 
^peie^, strongly discriminated, must inevitably 
result. And one of these causes exists in full 
fiorce in Virginia; for, however they may vaunt 
cf " equal liberty in church and state," they have 
but little to boast on the subject of equal proper- 
ty. Indeed there is no country, I believey wher^ 
property is more unequally distributed than ia 

* The reader needs •csreely to be reminded tbat the 
miter is a Briton and true to bi« cbaiaeter. 
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VirginiB. Thia Ineqniditj struck 


me widi pecDtiai 


foroe in r 


ding Oiroagh .he 1 
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is very ridiculou 


these teiiiiQM, 


1 vhile the; 


approach t/ie great h 
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cap in hand, 


widi Ul III 


e fearful trembhag 
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salon of the 



ivilh ohatrepeiTjuB exultation, that they live in 
land of frecnien, a land of equal libetty and eqi 
righu. Whether this debaaiog sense of Infeiiorii 



coloniul cluraeler, op whether it he that il ia qb- 
tural for poverty and impotence to look up with 
Feneration to wealth and power and rank, 1 can- 
not decide. For my own pait, however, I have 
aicrihed it to the latter eauae; and I have been ia 
a great degree conSriDed in the opinion, by ob- 
serving the attentkina which were paid tiy the 

most genteel people here to , the 

maaflord 
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Yoa know the circumBtances in which his lor^ 
ship left Virginia: that so far from being popular^ 
he carried with him the deepest execrations of 
these people. E?en now, his name is seMom 
mentioned here but in connexicm with terms of 
abhorrence or contempt. Aware of thi^^ and be- 

Beving it impossible that was 

indebted to his father, for all the parade of rer- 
pect which was shown to lum, I Bought, in his 
own personal accomplishments, a solntion of the 
phenomenon But I sought in vain. Without one 
solitary ray of native genius, without one adven- 
titious beam of science, without any of tliose 
traits of soft benevolence which are so universally 
captivating, I found his mind dark and benighted^ 
his manners bold, forward and assuming, and his 
whole character evidentlv inflated with the eoosi- 
deration that he was the son of a lord. His de- 
portment was so evidently dictated by this const- 
deration, and he regarded the Virginians, so pal- 
pably, in the humiliating light of inferior plebeians^ 
that I have often wondered how such a man, and 
Che son too of so jery unpopular a father, escaped 
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firom this coantrj without |)ersonal injaiy, or, 
at least, personal insult. I am now persuaded, that 
this impunity, and the great respect which was 
paid to him, resulted solely from his noble descend 
and was nothing more than the tribute which 
man pays either to imaginary or real superiority. 
On this occasion, I stated my surprise to a young 
Virginian, who happened to belong to the demo- 
eratic party. He, however, did not choose to ad- 
mit the statement; but asserted, that whatever re- 
spect had been shown to , proceeded 

folely from the federalists; and that it was an un. 
guarded evolution of their private attachment to 
monarohy and its appendages. I then stated the 
subject to a very sensible gentleman, whom I 
knew to belong to the federal phalanx. Not wil- 
ling to degrade his party by admitting that they 
irould prostrate themselves before the empty slia- 
dow of nobility, he alleged that nothing had been 

manifested towards young , beyond 

the hospitality which was due to a genteel stranger; 
and that if there had been any thing of parade on 
his account, it was attributable only to the ladiesj 
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Irlio had merely exercised their wonted privilege 
of coquetting with a fine yoong fellow. But not- 
withstanding all this, it was easy to discern in the 
look, the v(Mce, and whole manner, with 'which 
gentlemen as well as ladies of both parties saluted 

and aeeoated young , a secret spirit 

of respectful diffidence, a spedes of ulent, rever- 
ential abasement, which, as it could not have been 
excited by his personal qualities, must have been 
homage to his rank. Judge, then, whether 1 have 
not just reason to apprehend, that on the annun- 
ciation of my real name, the curtain of ceremony 
would fall, and nature would cease to play her 
pranks before me. 

Richmond is built, as you will remember, on 
the north side of James river, and at the head of 
tide water. There is a manuscript in this state 
which relates a curious anecdote concerning the 
origin of this town. The land hereabout was 
owned by Col. William B3rrd. This gentleman, 
with the former proprietor of the land at the head 
of tide water on Appomatox river, was appointed. 
It seems, to run the line betw««\i Wc^tSs^ 'w^ 
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Noith Carolina. The operation was z^ jq] 
mendous one; for, in the execution ofm-^t/^ 
to penetrate and pass quite through M^^ 
Dismal Swamp. It would be almost impoa^ 
giTe you a just conception of the horrors ^ 
enterprise. Imagine to yourself an immense 
rass, more than forty miles in length and tw 
in breadth, its soil a black, deep mire, eov 
with a stupendous forest of juniper and ey| 
trees, whose luxuriant branches, interw* 
throughout, intercept the beams of the sun 
teach day to counterfeit the night. This fo 
which until that time, perhaps, the hu 
foot had never violated, had become the se 
retreat of ten thousand beasts of prey. The 
venturers, therefore, beside the almost en< 
labour of felling trees in a proper direction to i 
a footway throughout, moved amid perpetual 
rors, and each night had to sleep en milit 
upon their arms, surrounded with the deafei 
tool-chilling yell of those hunger-smitten lor 
the desert It was, one night, as they lay ic 
midit of scenes like these, that Hope, that n< 
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ling friend of man, paid them a consoling Tint^ 
1 sketched in brilliant prospect, the plans of 
shmond and Petersboi^.* 
RichmcHid occupies a very picturesque and 
ist beautiful situation. I have never met with 
ih an assemblage of striking and interesting 
iects. The town, dispersed over hills of vari- 
I shapes; the river descending from west to 
rt and obstructed by a multitude of snudl is- 
ds, clumps of trees, and myriads of rocks; 
ong which it tumbles, foams and roars; consti* 
ing what are called the falls; the same river, at 
i lower end of the town, bending at right an- 
s to the south and winding reluctantly off for 
ny miles in that direction; its polished surface 
ight here and there by the eye, but more ge« 
rally covered from the view by trees; among 
lich the white sails of approaching and departs 
; vessels exhibit a curious and interesting ap- 

' Sok at kact, speaks the nuanueriptaceoant whkh Col* 
ri ha* left of this expedition, and which is now in the 
Mb of some of his desoendents; periiaps of the fiunily at 
•toter. 
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pcaraoce: then a^pain, on the opposite sJ 
little town of Manchester, built on a hill, 
•loping gently to the river, opens the who^ 
to the view, interspersed, as it is, with v^ ^ 
and flourishing poplars, and surrounded to ^ 
distance by green plains and stately woods- 
these objects, falling at once under the eye, 
stitute, by far, the most finely varied and i 
animated landscape that 1 have ever seen 
mountain, like the Blue Ridge, in the wes 
horizon, and the rich tint with which the ban 
t^ Pennsylvanian fai*mer would paint the adja 
fields, would make this a more enchanting 
than even Damascus is described to be. 

I will endeavour to procure for you a pers; 
tive view of Richmond, with the embellishm 
of fancy which 1 have just mentioned; and 
ivill do me the honour to give it a place in i 
pavilion. 

Adieu, for the present, my dear S I 

tbe perpetual imile QCkeaven be yours. 



LETTER O. 

Richmond, SeptemlMr Z* 

JLlMOST every day, my dear S , tome 

Bew eyidence presents itself in support of the 
Abbe Raynal's opinion, that this continent was 
mee covered by the ocean, from which it has 
padaaOy emerged. But that this emersion is^ 
cren comparatively speaking, of recent date, can- 
not be admitted; unless the comparison be made 
with the creation of the earth; and even then, in 
order to justify the remark, the era of the crea- 
tion most, I fear, be fixed much farther back, than 
the period which has been inferred from the Mo- 
aaic account* 



* Some error has eertainly hiippened in computing^ the 
en of the earth*! creation from the five books ofMoaet. 
Voltaire informs us, that certain French philosophers, who 
▼isited China, inspected the official register or history of the 
eclipses of the sun and moon, which, it seems, has been 
continually kept in that country; that on calculating them 
iMick, they were all found correct, and conducted those 
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The following facts are authenticate^/ 
any kind of doubt. During the last springy 
tleman in the neighbourhood of Williaic 
about sixty miles below this place, in di^ 

^ilosophen to a period (I will not undertake tc 
with certainty of the time, but I think) twenty^thret 
ries befine the Mosaic enu It is notorious, howevt 
the Chinese plume themaelves on the antiquity « 
country; and in order to prop this, it would have b 
as easy for the Chinese astronomers to have fabrics 
dressed up the register in question, by posterior 
tions, as for the French astronoiucrs to have mac 
retrospective examination of the accuracy of those < 
The same science precisely was requisite for both pi 
and although the improvement of the arts and sci« 
China, was found, by the first Europeans wh< 
amongst them, to bear no proportion to the anti« 
the country, yet there is no reason to doubt that 
nese mandarins were at least as competent to the 
tion of an eclipse as the shepherds of Egypt. Int 
are^ I believe, expressly toM, that the Chinese, Ion 
they were visited by the people of Europe, had bet 
habit of using a species of astronomical apparatui 
•tamping almanacs from plates or blocks, many ] 
yean, even before printing was discovered in £i 
•ee no great reason, therefore, to rely with very 
eonfidence on the register of China. Indeed I am 
tie disposed to build my faith, as to any historica 
evidenee perfectly witfaia the reach of hunan art 
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ditch on his £u*io, discoTered, about four or five 
tcet below the surface of the earthy a considera- 
ble portion of the skeleton of a whale. Several 
firagmentB of the ribs and other parts of the sys- 

Ittstuie; comprehending all wtitingi, inaeriptiona, litersrf 
or bien^yphic, medals, &c which tend, eithar to flatter our 
ffumoa for the marvellous, or to aggrandize the particuhur 
IMtion in whose hosom they are found. And, therefore, tx^ 
(ether with the Chinese register, I throw out of the consi!- 
<|fT*^B«^ of this question another record, which goes to the 
snne poipose: I mean the Chaldaic manuscript found by 
.4^'rw"*^'' in the city of Babylon. 

The inferences reported by Mr. Brydone, as having beea 
^wn, by Recupero, from the lavas of Mount Etna (those 
Slaypendous records which no human art or imposture could 
yoiiibly have fabricated) deserve, I thinlc, much .i.ore se- 
ippus attention. They are sulgect, indeed, to one of the 
(Reeding olgections: to wit, that the data, ftnm which all 
^ gubieqaatt calculations are drawn, are inscriptions; ap- 
fsaling not only to our passion for the marvellous, but 
flittering die vanity of the Sicilians, by establishing the 
Beat age of their mountain, at once their curse and their 
tfcising These inscriptions, however, do not rest merely 
m their own authority: they allege a fact which is very 
ttxQOf^ countenanced by recent and unerring observa* 
tion. As Brydone may not be in the hands every person 
trtv) may chance to possess and read this bagateUe^ ar«d as 
tikis lulgect is really curious and interesting, I beg ka^'e to 
f algoin those pans of that iraveUsr** high^ •ntertainiirg 
\fyBen, which retails to it* 
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tern were found; and all the vertebr,^s^»^ 
arranged and very little impaired as to %:]&£ 
The spot, on which this skeleton waa /biM. 
about two miles from the nearest shore (^ 



^)riie faut laoa we eroned, before our arriyal tfic 
' '] is of vait extent. I thought we never shou 
kad done with it: it certainly is not less than six c 
miles broad, and appears in many places to be of i 
mous depth. 

" When we came near the sea, I was detironi 
what fbrm it had assumed in meeting with the > 
went to examine it, and found it had driren back th 
lor upwards of a mile, and had formed a large, bla< 
promontory, where, before, it was deep water. Tl 
I imagined, firom its barrenness, for it is, as yet, 
with a Tery scanty soil, had run from the mountau 
few agies ago; hot was surprised to be informed by 
Becupero, the historiographer of Etna, that this t« 
is mentioned by Diodorus Siculus to have burst fro 
in the time of the second Punic war, when Syrac 
besieged by the Romans. A detachment was sej 
Taurominum to the relief of the besieged. Th( 
•topped on their march by this stream of lava, wh 
ing reached the sea before the .r arrival at the foa 
mountain, had cut off dieir passage, and obliged i 
return by the back of Etna, upwards of a hundn 
about. His authority for this, he tells me, was tak< 
inseriptions on Roman monuments found on this k 
that it^wai likewise well ascertained by many of 
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AVer, and fifty or aixtj from the Atlantic ocean. 
The whole phenomenon bore the clearest eyi- 
dence that the animal had perished in its native 
element; aad as the ocean is the nearest retort of 



amhon. Now as ibis is about two thoawnd yean 
agoii one would imagine, if ilaow have a regufau progienin 
becomiiig fertile fieldi, that thi> must long ago have become 
at kait arable: this, howeyer, is not the case; and it is, as 
jei^ only covered with a very scanty yegetation and ine»> 
pable of producing either com or vines. Theit^ are indeed 
pretty large trees growing in the crevices which are fbll of 
a rieh earth; but in all probability, it will be some hundred 
years yet, before there is enough of it to render this land of 
any use to the proprietors. 

** It is curious to consider, that the surface of this bhick 
and barren matter, in process of time, becomes one of the 
most fertile soils upon earth: But what must be the time 
t» bring it to its utmost perfectiou, when after two tho» 
maud years, k is still, in most places, but a barren rockT* 
Vol. I. Letter flb 

* Signior Reenpeni^ who obligingly engages to be our 
aiecronc, has shown us some curious remaius of antiquity; 
tat they have been all so shaken and shattered by the 
BMNUitain, that hardly any thing is to be ttound intire. 

"Near to a vault, which is now thirty feet below ground^ 
and has, piohabfy, been a burial place, there is a draw- 
wdi, wheK there are several strata of Uroa$t vnth earth f 
m e0nnderab(e thkknu* tva the nttface tf • ach stratum, 
Reenpen has made use of dM as an arganent to prave 
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the vhile, it follows that the ocean nnn 
hose eorered the ODOulrj, it leiit u tugb 
'WlUumsbarg. 

AgwDi in diggtDg KTcral velli lately 
towQ, the ueth of iharki were fbunil fron 
to Dinetj or an hundred feet below the lur 
the earth. The probsbihty u that these 
Mere depanted by the ahark ittelfi and 
fish is DOier known to infest very ahullow bi 
the coneluBian ■■ clear that this whole o 
has once beeo bnried under KTeral fath 



■onk udT 10 ^oU 01 a ^tiAl deptli. Itiej^ pivrc«d 
mm dlKhKI Inu, anifliidtT tbc Bdier, (hr rn 
which weir |»iallel. and mut (f IAbh cneretf mA 
ieiilfrkAamh. Mow, lari be, the enplioii wUd 
tlw iawtA oi^tkeie laoai^ if we maj be aLloiVtfd t 
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vtter. At all eTents^ these teeth must be eona- 
dered as ascertaining what was once the surfaee 
of the earth here; whioh surface is Tery little 
higher than that of James river.. Now if it be 
eonudered that there has been no perceptible 
difference wroibght in the figure or elevation of 
the coast, nor, consequently, -in the precipitation 
of the interior streams since the earliest recorded 
disooTery of Virginia, which was two hundred 
years ago, it will follow, that James river must, 
for many hundreds perhaps thousands of yearly 
have been running, at least here, with a very ra- 
pid, headlong current; the friction whereof must 
certainly have rendered the channel much deep- 
er than it was at the time of the deposition of 
these teeth. The result is clear, that the surface 
lof the streaA, which even now, after all thb 
firietioo and consequent depression, is so nearly 
on a level whh the site of the shark's teeth, must, 
originally, have been much higher. I take this to 
be an irrefragable proof, that the land here was 
then inundated; and as there is no ground be- 
tween this and the Atlantic, higher than that on 
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-which Richmond is built, it seems tny tn^ 
tably certain, that the vhole of this 
eountiy was once covered with a dreary 
■water* 

To what corioas and interesting ref 
does this subject lead ns! Over this hill on 



* An elegant and well informed writer on the l 
the earth, under the ngnature of ** An Inquirer, 
renuurks were suggested by the perusal of this lett 
British Spy, obwrves that sea shells and other nui 
stances are found in every explort'd part of the w< 
the loftiest mountains of Europe and the still lofti 
of South Aineriea.** As the British Spy was not y 
regular and elaborate treatise on the origin of the 
did not deem it material to congregate all the fkc 
have been seen, and supposed, in relation to this 

lyhether the British Spy is to be considered as 
lishiiiau ol' rank on a tour through America, and 
the above letter in Richmond to his tricnd in Loi 
whether he ii to be considered as one of our own 
disposed to entertain the people of Richjnond anc 
nity with a light and amusing speculation on the < 
tibeir country, in either instance it was both more 
and more interesting that the speculation should a. 
have grown out of reeent faeu discovered in tht 
town or neighbourhood, and with which they are 
posed to be couvenant, than on distant and contra 
Acts, which it was not important to the inquiry, ' 
tkej iaew or beheved, or not* 
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I am now sitdng and writing at my ease, and 
from which I look with delight on the landscape 
that smiles around me— oyer this hill and over 
this landscape, the billows of the ocean have roll- 
ed in wild and dreadful fury, while the leriathan^ 
the whale and aH the monsters of the deep, hayc 
disported themselyes amid the fearful tempest 

Where was then the shore of the ocean? From 

this place, for eighty miles to the westward, the 

ascent of the country is yery gradual; and even 

up to the Blue Ridge marine shells and other 

phenomena are found, which demonstrate that 

that country too, has been yisited by the ocean. 

How then has it emerged? Has it been by a sud« 

den convulsion? Certainly not Ko observing man» 

H who has ever travelled from the Blue Kidge to 

the Atlantic, can doubt that this emersion has 

been effected by very slow gradations. For as yoa 

^ advance to the east, the proofs of the former snb« 

^ mersion of the country thicken upon you. On the 

^ shores of York ri?er, the bones of whales abound; 

and I have been not a little amused in walking 

^ the land beach of that river daring the recess 



m 
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of the tide, and looking up at the hig 
bank above me, to observe strata of i 
not yet ealcined, like those ivhich la; 
beach ander my feet, interspersed witl 
earth (the joint result no doubt of sane 
trid vegetables) exhibiting at once a i 
the manner in vrhich the adjacent soil 
fbrmedy and proof of the comparative 
desertion of the vaters. 

Upon the vrhole, every thing here ten 
firm the ingenious theory of Mr. Buffbr 
eastern coasts of continents are enlarg« 
perpetual revolution of the earth from w( 
which has the obvious tendency to con; 
the loose sands of the sea on the east 
while the tides of the ocean, drawn frc 
west, against the revolving earth, con 
aid the process, and hasten the alluvioi 
mitting the Abbe Raynal's idea, that ^ 
a far younger country than either of 
continents, or in other words, that An 
emerged long since their formation, 1 
bappen that the materials, which con 
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contineDt, vrere not acoumalatjed od the easten 
coait of Asia? Was it, that the present moantaint 
of Amenea, then prciCaiberaftoes on the bed of 
the ocean, intereepted a part of the passing sands 
-which would otherwise have been washed on the 
Asiatie shore, and thas became the rudiments of 
thn vast eontiiient? If so, America is under much 
|;reater obUgations to her barren mountains, than 
•he has hitherto supposed. 

Bat while Mr. Buffon's theory accounts very 
bmdsomely for the enlargement of the eastern 
•oaet, k offers no kind of reason for any extension 
'Of the western; on the contrary, the very causes 
assigned, to supply the addition to the eastern^ 
«eem at first view to threaten a diminution of the 
Wcateni coast. Accordingly, Mr. Buffimn, we see, 
htts adopted also the latter idea; and, in the con- 
ftant ahluvion from the western coast of one con* 
thient, has found a perennial source of materials 
lir the eastern coast of that which lies behind it 
Tlus last idea, however, by no means quadrates 
with the hypothesis, that the mountains of Ame- 
rica formed the original stamina of the tonti- 
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nent; for, on the latter supposition, the moQntaini 
themselves would constitute the western coast; 
since Mr. BufTon's theory precludes the idea U 
any accession in that quarter. But the moontainft 
do not constitute the western coast. On the eon* 
traiy there is a wider extent of country hetweem 
the great mountains in North America, and the 
Pacific or the northern oceans, than there is be- 
tween the sami mountains and the Atlantic ocean. 
Mr. Buffou's theory therefore, however rational 
as to the eastern, becomes defective, as he presses 
it, in relation to the western, coast; unless, to 
accommodate the theory, we suppose the total 
abrasion of some great mountain which originally 
constituted the western limit, and which was, it- 
self, the embryon of this continent. But for many 
reasons, and particularly the present contiguity 
to Asia, at one part, where such a mountain, ae^ 
cording to the hypothesis, must have run, the 
idea of any such limit will be thought rather too 
extravagant for adoption. The fact is, that Mr. 
Bufibn has considered his theoiy rather in its 
operation on a continent already established, thaa 
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•D the birth or primitive emersion of a continent 
fnm the ocean. 

As to the western part of this continent, I mean 
that which lies beyond the Allegany monnUdnSy 
H it were not originally gained from the ocean, it 
has received an accumulation of earth by no 
means less wonderful. Far beyond the Ohio, in 
piercing the earth for water, the stamps of trees, 
bearing the most evident impressions of the ax, 
and on one of them the rust of consumed iron, 
have been discovered between ninety and a hun- 
dred feet below the present surface of the earth. 
This is a proof, by the by, not only that this im- 
mense depth of soil has been accumulated in that 
qinarter; but that that new country, as the inha- 
bitants of the \tlantic states call it, b, indeed, a 
very ancient one; and that North America has un- 
dergone more revolutions in point of ciWlizatioo, 
than have heretofore been thought of, either by 
the European or American philosophers. That 
part of thb continent, which borders on the wes- 
tern ocean, being almost intirely unknown, itisim- 
ponible to say whether it exhibit the same evi- 
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deoee of emersion which is found here. M^ensic^ 
however, the only traveller who has ever pene« 
trated through this vast forest, records a eurious 
tradition among some of the western trihes of lih' 
dians: to wit, that the world was once covered wiCli 
water. The tradition is embellished, as usual, with 
a number of very highly poetical fictions. The 
fact, which I suppose to be couched under it, k 
the ancient submersion of that part of the cool* 
tinent; whidi, certainly looks much more likv 
a vforld, than the petty territory that was inundiH 
ted by Deucalion's flood. If 1 remember arig^ 
for I cannot immediately refer to the book. Stithy 
in his history of Virginia, has recorded a similar 
tradition among the Atlantic tribes of Indiang. 
I have no doubt that if M<Kenzie had been as 
well qualified for scientific research, as he wm 
undoubtedly honest, firm and persevering^ it 
%ould have been in his power to have throwm 
great lights on this subject as it relates to tho 
-western country. 

For my own part, while I believe the prefeat 
mountains of Ameriea to have coDStiUited the 
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original tf/atmna of the contineDt, I believe^ at the 
same time, the western as well as the eastern 
eoontry to be the effect of alluTion; produced too 
bj the same causes: the rotation of the earth, and 
the planetary attraction of the ocean. 

The perception of this will be easy and simple, 
if, instead o£ confounding the nund, by a wide 
new of the whole continent as it now stands, we 
carry back our imaginations to the time of it9 
birth, and suppose some one of the highest pinna- 
cles of the Blue Ridge to have just emerged above 
the surface of the sea. Now whether the rolling 
of the earth to the east give to the ocean, which 
floats loosely upon its bosom, an actual counter" 
current, to the west,* which is occasionally, fur- 

* Tfaic idea, which ia merely itated hypotheUcally, h cod- 
Mdered, by the Inqirirer, as having been a pmition abiotuto 
fy taken by the British Spy; and as the reverse principle, 
(to wit, that the motion of the waters is taken ftom and 
torresponds with that ofthe solid eurthO i* *o weU cHabHsh- 
edf he ccHieliides that it must hare been contested by the 
British Spy through mere inadvertence. Bat, for my part^ 
I do not perceive how tins hypothetical idea of the British 
^y is, at all, in collision with the doctrine of the dimnal 
or annual revoln^n of the terrsqueoas glebe* 
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ther accelerated b> the motkm of the tideaiii that 
direction, or whether tliis be not the case; sUll to 
cur newly emerged pinnacle, which is whirled^ 
by the earth's motion, through the waters of the 

The British Sj>y could not have been guilty of so grest 
an absurdity as to intend that the waters of the ocean de- 
sertetl their bed and broke over the eastern coasts and ht$- 
ty niountains of opjiosing continents in order to maintain 
liicir actual counter^iurrent to the west* It must have 
been clear to him, that the ocean, keeping its bed, must at- 
tend the motion of the earth, ** not only on its axis, but ia 
its orbit." But the question here is not as to the positictt 
of the whole ocean as it relates to the whole earth; dia 
question is merely as to the locomotion of the particles of 
the ocean, among themselves. For although the ocean, as 
well as the solid earth, must perform a complete revolo* 
tion around their common axis once in twenty-four hours, 
it docs not follow, as I take it, that the globules of the fluid 
ocean must, all this time, remain as fixed as the atoms of 
the solid earth: they certainly may and certainly have, from 
some cause or other, a subordinate motion among them- 
selves, frequently adverse to the general motion of tbe 
globe: to wit, a current to the west. The atmosphere be* 
longs as much to this globe as the waters of the ocean do» 
that is to say, it cannot any more than the ocean fly off 
and attach itself to any other pbmet. It feels, like the ocean, 
the grantating power of the earth and the attraction of 
the neighbouring phnets. It is afiected, no doubt, very 
sensibly (at least the lower region of it) by the earth*s dim- 
nal fotation, and Uke the ocean, is compelled to attend b 
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deep, the cooieqaeaces will be the atme as if 
there were this actual and strong current For 
while the waters will be eontinually aceumulated 
on the eastern coast of this pinnade, it is obvious 

in her ammal jonniey aiound tbe ron. But what of this? 
Does the atmosphere lemain fixed in sueh a nuuiner, as 
tfiat the part of it, whidi oar antipodes are respiring at 
this moment, is to furnish our diet, ova pabulum vUcb twelve 
hours henee? Certainly not: the atoms which compose the 
atmosphere are we know, in spite of the earth's diurnal 
and annual motion, agitated and imjielled in every direc- 
tion; and so aUo^ we equally weU know, are the waters of 
the ocean. 

If the Inquirer, when he says that *the motion of dM 
earth is communicated to every part of it, whetiber solid or 
fluid,** intend that the motion of the loose and fluid parti* 
cles of the oeean take^ from the earth, a flux among thern^ 
selves to the east, die result wouU be an actual cuirent to 
the east;vrhich is not pretended. If he mean, that die glo- 
bules of die ocean, unaffected by any other cause than the 
motion of the earth, would alvrays maintain the same pod> 
titm in relation to each other, he may, indeed, allege a prin- 
ciple which is wdl established; but as it does not meet die 
approbation of my reason, and as I am not in idiie habit of 
reading merely that I may understand and believ^ I moat 
beg permission to enter my dissent to the principle. It 
would be difficult, if not impossible, so close as we are in 
the neighbourhood oi* the earth's attraction, to invent any 
apparatus by which a decisive ei^riment could be made 
on tins tuliject* But, by the way of illustration, let us sup* 

B2 
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it on the western coast, (protected, t 
t from the current, by the newly ris 
) waters will always be comparativel 
m. The resalt is clear. The sands, b( 

e the earUi at rest; let us suppose the atn 
hand of the great chemist who raised it int 
ifimn state, once more reduced to a fluid; le 
ike a great ocean, to surround the earth wi 
Eone^ (partitioned at right angles, by t^o or i 
IS romdng ftom north to south) and all its pa 
1 halcyon calm; let us then suppose the eartl 
ois to the east; what would be the probable 
ir that the lower region of this superincun 
dd be most strongly bound by the earth's a 
qually clear that the stratum of globules, i 
iontact with the earth, would adhere mo 
reto, than to the fluid stratum which rest 
le this adhesion to the sur&ce of the eart 
(ted by the many rugged protuberances on t 
ice, at the first motion of the earth, the lov 
circumambient ocean, being most powerfVil 
attached to die earth, would slide under th 
re it, and thereby produce an inequality in 
koe of the water itself; an elevation in thi 
aiTity in the western side of each partitior 
an, ftom their tendency to seek their le 
ne to restmpe the balance, by falling const 
to west. 

whether this efi^ect would continue for evf 
• it wouU continue in our oceans as they are 
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by the ooean's current over the northem and 
southern extremities of this pinnacle, will always 
have a tendency to settle in the calm behind it; 
and thus, by perpetual accumulations, form a 

arranged, it is not easy to sohre. But that a coirent fVom the 
east to the west would be at first produced, is as evident 
as the light of heaven: if it be denied, I demand the solu- 
tion of the following phenomenon: if a plate be filled with 
oil or other fluid, and the plate be then drawn in any di- 
. rection, bow does it happen that the fluid will manifest a 
Tendency to flow in the opposite direction; in so much, that 
if the draught of the plate be sudden, the fluid, running 
mpidly over the adverse edge of the plate, shall discharge 
itself completely; leaving little behind but the inferior stra- 
tum? I take it, that the man who solves this phenomenon, 
satisfactorily, will be compelled to resort to principles, 
which, when applied to our oceans resting loosely as they 
do on the earth which rolls under them, would inevitably 
produce a western current; and this current once produced 
it will be diflicult to say why and when it should cease. A 
current thus produced would be unequal, fVom the nature 
of its cause, at various depths: it would be sul^ject to tem- 
porary aflfections and alterations near its surface, by the 
winds, the tides and the diversified shapes of the coasts on 
which the ocean rolls. The general tendency, however, of 
the gieat mass of tlie waters would be to the west. 

I see no sound reason in renouncing Mr. Buifbn*s the- 
ory, either on account of the eloquent and beautiful man- 
ner in which it u explained; nor because it has long had 
its just portion of admirers; nor because there are othc*r 
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western coast, more rapidly perhaps than stn a 
tern one; as we may see in miniature, by the cap 
and shallowg collected by the still water, on eac^ 
aide, at the mouths of creeks, or below rocks, ^ 
the rapids of a river. 

mote modem theories. While we are children, it may be 
well enough to lie passively on our backs and permit othen 
to prepare and feed us with the pap of science; but when 
our own judgments and understandings have gained their 
maturity, it behoves us, instead of being ** a feather fiv 
every wind that blows," instead of floating impotently b& 
fore the capricious current of fashion and opinion, to heave 
out all our anchors; to take a position firom which nothing 
shall move us but reason and truth, not novelty and ftsh- 
ion. In the progress of science, many principles, in my 
opinion, have been dropped to make way for others, which 
are newer, but less true. And among them Mr. BulKnA 
theory of the earth. The effect of alluvion is so slow, that 
anyone generation is almost unable to perceive the change 
wrought by it; hence, many people, unable to sit down 
and reflect on the wonders which time can do, fly off widi 
a kind of puerile impatience, and resort to any thing, even . 
a bouleverwmente oi° a whole continent, rather than to de- 
pend on so slow and imperceptible an operation as that of 
alluvion. This is not philosophical. Neither on the other 
hand would it be philosophical to reject a theory because it 
might be new and unsupported by a name. On the contra- 
ry, the man who on any branch of philosophy starts a new 
hypothesis, which has even the guise of reason, confers a 
benefit on the world; for be ralarges the ground of thoagfaP 
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After this newborn point of earth bad gained 
fome degree of elevation, it is probable tbat sac- 
cessive coats of Tegetation, according to Dr. Dar- 
win's idea, springing up, then falling and dying 
on the earth, paid an annual tribute to the infant 
continent, while each rain, which fell upon it, 
bore down a part of its substance and assisted 
perpetually in the enlargement of its area. 

It is curious that the arrangement of the moun- 
tains both in North and South America, as well as 
the shape of the two continents, combine to 
strengthen the preceding theory. For the moun- 
tains, as you will perceive on inspecting your 
maps, run in chains from north to south; thus 
opposing the widest possible barrier to the sands, 
as they roll from east to west. The shape of the 

and although not immediately in tbe temple of truth him- 
•df, may have dropped a hint, an accidental clew, which 
Bitty genre to lead others to the door of the temple. In this 
i^t, I not only excuse, but am grateful even ibr, the 
wUdeft of Dr. Darvrin's philoaophical chimeras. In the 
lame tpirit, I offer, without the expectation of ito final 
adoption, the idea tuggttted by this note aa to the caoie 
«f s weiteni current* 
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eontinent is just that which would naturally be 
expected from such an origin: that is, they lie 
along, collaterally, with the mountuns. As far 
north as the country is well known, these ranges 
of mountains are observed; and it is remarkable, 
that as soon as the Cordilleras terminate in the 
south, the continent of South America ends; 
where they terminate in the north, the continent 
dwindles to a narrow Isthmus. 

Assuming this theory as correct, it is amunng 
to observe the 'conclusions to which it will lead us. 

As the country is supposed to have been form- 
ed by gradual accumulations, and as these aecu- 
mutations were most probably equal or nearly so 
in every part, it follows that, broken as this coun- 
try is in hills and dales, it has assumed no new ap- 
pearance by its emersion; but that the figure of 
the earth's surface is the same throughout, as 
well where itb now covered by the waters of the 
ocean, as where it has been already dcnudated. 
So that Mr. Bo)'le's mountains in the sea cease to 
liave any thing wonderful in them. 

Connected with this, it is not an improbable 
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eonclasioDy that new eontinents and islands are 
now forming on the bed of the ocean. Perhaps, 
at some future day, lands may emerge in the 
ne^hbourhood of the Antarctic circle, which, by 
progressive accumulations and a consequent in- 
erease oi weight, may keep a juster balance be- 
tween the poles, and produce a material difference 
in our astronomical relations. The navigators of 
that day will be as successful in their discoveries 
in the southern seas, as Columbus was heret<^ore 
in the northern. For there can be little doubt 
that there has been a time when Columbus, if he 
had lived, would have found his reasonings, on 
the balance of the earth, fallacious and would 
have sought these seas for a continent, as much 
in vain, as Drake, Anson, Cook and others, en- 
eoijhiged perhaps by similar reasoning, have unce 
sought the ocean of the south. 

If Mr. BufTon's notion be correct, that the eaf« 
tern coast of one continent is perpetually feeding 
on the western coast of that which lies before it, 
the conclusion is inevitable, that the present ma- 
terials of Europe and Africa^ and Asia in succe9- 
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sion, vill at some f atnre day» oompose the oonti* 
nentM of North and South America; while the 
latter, thrown on the Aaiatie shore, will agam 
make a part, and, in time, the whole of that eoa* 
tinent, to which, by some philosophers, they are 
supposed to have been originallj attached. It it 
equally clear that, by this means, the oontinenta 
will not only exchange their materials, but their 
IKMition; so that, in process of time, they most 
respectively make a tour around the globe, main* 
taining, still, the same ceremonious dbtance trom. 
each other, which they now hold. 

According to my theory, which supposes aa 
alluvion on the western as well as the eastern 
coasts, the continents and islands of the earth* 
will be caused, recipi*ocally, to approximate, and 
(if materials enough can be found in the bed oC 
the ocean, or generated by any process of nature) 
ultimately to unite. Our ialaiid of Great Britain» 
therefore, at some future day, and in proper peiv 
son, will probably invade the territory of Franee. 
In the course of this work of alluvion, as it relates 
to this country, the refluent waters of the At^ 
lantic will be forced to recede from Hampton 
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HoadB and the Chesapeak; the bed& 
-will become fertile valleys, or, as' they t 
here, river bottoms; while the lands in tl 
district of the state, which are now (mly 
few feet above the sarface of the sea, will r 
majestic eminences, and the present sickly 
Norfolk be converted into a high and salui 
mountain. I apprehend, however, tliat the 
sent inhabitants of Norfolk would be extrei 
an willing to have such an effect wrought in t 
day; since there can be little doubt that they p 
fer their present commercial situation, incumb« 
ed as it is by the annual visits oi the yellow fevc 
to the elevation and health of the Blue Ridge. 

In the course of this process, too, of which 

lave been speaking, if the the(»*y be corre< 

^e gulf of Mexico will be eventually filled u 

\d the West Indian Islands consolidated with tl 

nerican continent. 

rhese consequences, visionary as they m 

appear, are not only probable; but, if the i 

tn which is demonstrated to have taken pla 

jy, should continue, they are inevitabi 
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There it vei? little probabiUtf tlikt the ittbnno 
of Dnien, which connects the two cODtineiiti, b 
eoeral vith the Blue Ridge or the CordiUerwi 
tud it require* only a eoatioDation of the anue, 
vhich prodnced the iMhmiu, to effect the re- 
jdetion of the gulf and the cooMlidation ef the 
iihuida vith the continent 

Bat vhen! I im pDueued of no data whereby 
the c^culadona can be made. The depth at 
vhich Serctilaneum Had Pempeia were found to 
be iHiried in the coune of liiteen hnudred yetri 
sfibrdi 111 no light oa thii inqult^i beoauie their 
burial wu effected not bj the ilow allurian anA 
aceamnlation of time, but by the BuddcB and i«> 
peated eruptiona of Veniiiiu. A* little are we 
aided by the repletioi of the etrth aroaitd the 
Tarptiaa rock in Romti linee that repletiou wM 
BoM probably effected in * nry great d^ree, 1^ 
the materiala of fallen bnildiDgi. And berideit 
the oriiinal hdght of the roek n not auertakicd 
^th any kind of preeiBDo: hBtuian* hatinb I 
belieTe, merely informed ni^ that it mu faffld> 
ontly elerated to kill the ctimind) who wen 
thrown Jrom iti lummit. 
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Bnt ft trace with philosophy. Who cc 
betieved that the skeleton of an unwieki 
and a few mouldering teeth of a shark 
hare led me tueh a dance! 

Adien, my dear S ........ for the p\ 

May the light of HeaTen eontinae to shine a 
fofl! 



LETTER III. 

Richmond, Scptembeff 1 

jlOU inqoire into the state of your favourite 

in Virginia. Eloquence my dear S , has 

successful votaries here: I mean eloquence of 
highest order; such as that to which, not i 
the bosom of your friend, but the feelings of 
whole British nation bore evidence, in listenic 
the charge of the Begums in the prosecutio 
WaiTen Hastings. 

In the national and state legislatures, as 
as at the various bars in the United States, 1 1 
heard great volubility, much good sense, 
some random touches of the pathetic: but in 
same bodies, I have heard a far greater pro 
tion of puerile rant, or tedious and disgus 
inanity. Three remarks arc true as to almo£ 
their orators. 

First: they have not a sufficient fund of g 
ral knowledge. 
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Secondlj: thej have not the habit of dote and 
Bolid thinking. 

Thirdly: they do not aspire at original orna- 
ments. 

From these three defects, it most generally 
results, that although they pour out, easily enough, 
a torrent of words, yet these are destitute of the 
fight of erudition, the practical utility of just and 
copious thought, or those noTel and beautiful al- 
lunons and embellishments, with which the very 
scenery of the country is so highly calculated to 
inspire them. 

The truth is, my dear S , that this soar- 

tityt (^genuine and sublime eloquence, is not con- 
fined to the United States: instances of it in any 
dvilized country have always been rare indeed. 
Mr. Blair is certainly correct in the opinion, that a 
state of nature is most favourable to the higher ef- 
fiorts of the imagination, and the more unrestrain- 
ed and noble raptures of the heart Civilization, 
wherever it has gained ground, has interwoven 
with society a habit of artificial and elaborate de- 
coromy which mixes in every operation of life. 



46 THE BRmSH SPY. 

detert tiie fimcj from erery bold eotenirixey mk 
bones nature under a load of bjpoeritiefti eoTO> 
jnooiet. A man, therefore, in order to be elo- 
quentf has to forget the habits in which he hat 
been educated; and never will he touch hit aoA- 
enoe so exquisitely as when he goes ba^ to the 
primitiTe simplicity of the patriarchal age. 

I have said that instanees of genuine and aiib- 
lime eloquence have always been rare m evcrj 
civilized country. It is true that Tully and PKnj 
the younger have, in their epistles, repreaented 
Bome, in their respective days, as swarming wHJI 
orators of the first class: yet from the speeunens 
which they themselves have left us, I am led to 
entertain a very humble opinion of ande&t dk^ 
qoence. 

I>emosthenes we know has pronounced, mC 
tlie chief, but the sole merit of an orator to eoo« 
sist in tkUvenff or as Lord Verulam translaites i^ 
in tKtion; and, although 1 know that the worid 
would proscribe it as a literary heresy, I nanarf 
help believing Tully's merit to have been priM^ 
pally of that kind. For my own part, I 
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Tcry tmklj, that I hare never met with tnj 
tluBg of hisy which hu, aeoordiDg to my tatte« 
deMnred the name of luperior ekiqaenee. His 
atyle, indeed^ is pure, polished, sparkling, fall 
and aonoroas; and perhaps deserves all the eneo- 
miums vhich have heen bestowed on it But an 
oratiooy certainly, no more deserves the title of 
anperior eloquence, becsuse its style is omaiiient- 
ed, than the figure of an ApoUo would deserve 
the epithet of elegant, merely from the superior 
textnre and flow of the drapery. In reading an 
cratkm, it is the mind to which I look. It is the 
expanse and richness of the conception itselfs 
which 1 regard, and not the glittering tinsd 
wherein it may be attired. Tully's orations, ex- 
amined in this spirit, have, with me, sunk far be- 
km the grade at which we have been taught to 
fix them. 

It is true, that at school, I learned, like the rest 

sf the worid, to lisp '' Cicero the orator:" but 

when I grew up and began to judge for myself^ I 

opened his volumes again and looked in vain for 

hat ittblimity of conceptioD> which fills and 
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tonishes the mind; that simple pathos -which finds 
such a sweet welcome in every breast; or that re« 
sistless enthusiasm of unaffected passion^ which 
takes the heart by storm. On the contrary, let 
me confess to you, that, whatever may be the 
cause, to me he seemed cold and vapid, and un- 
interesting and tiresome: not only destttute of 
that compulsive energy oS thought wluch we look 
for in a great man, but even void of the strange 
rich and varied coloring of a superior fancy. His 
masterpiece of composition, his work De Oratore, 
is, in ray judgment, extremely light and unsub- 
stantial; and in truth is little more thun a tissue 
of rhapsodies, assailing the ear indeed, with plea- 
sant sounds, but leaving few clear and useful tra- 
ces on the mind. Plutarch speaks of his person 
as all grace, his voice as perfect music, his look 
and gesture as all alive, striking, dignified and 
peculiarly impressive; and I incline to the opinion^ 
that to these theatrical advantages, connected 
with the just reliance which the Romans had in his 
patriotism and good judgment, their strong inte- 
rest in the subjects discussed by him, and their 
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intimate aeqaaintanee with the idiom of hit 

ge, hb fame, while living arose; and that it 

en« since, propagated by the schools on ae- 

of the classie polity and elegance of hia 

ly of these remarks are, in my opiniody 
f applicable to Demosthenes. He deserves^ 
, the distinction of haying more fire and 
moke than Tully. But — in the majestic 

of the mind, in force of thought, and splen« 
r imagery, I tliink, both the oratoes of 
e and Rome eclipsed by more than ope 
I within his majesty's dominions, 
vens! How should 1 be anathematized and 
municated by every pedagogue in Great 
I, if these remarks were made pnUio! Spi« 
Car and of Ascham! have mercy upon me! 
tide the hand that plucks the wizard beard 
ry error! From lisping in£uicy to tto<q;MBg 
le reproaches, the corses of the world shall 
Q it! — ^But to you, my dearest S , my 

my preceptCH*, to you I disclose my opin* 

ith the same freedom, and for the san^a 

C 



i 
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purpoae, thatl »ould expoee my wodndito 
geon. To you, it ii peculiarly proper thnt 1 1 
make my Bppeil od this lubject; for whe 
qoenee ii the theme, yoar nune !• not far < 
Tell me, then, you, who are capable oT 
it, what is Hub divine eloqtieace! What the 
hy which the orator binds the kdics of hii 
enee; by which he attiuin and touchea EUtd ■ 
the hnman lyre, with the renstleii iwt 
iSBitfr hand of ■ Timotheoi? li not the 
myMery compr^ended in one woid— ST 
THTI I mein not merely that tender { 
which qiUTen the Up and Glli the eye of th 
when he looka on the sorrows and tears t 
then but that still more delicate and subtili 
itji by whieh we passiiely catch the very 
momentuia and itrength of the mind, to 
(^entiotii we are attending wbidi courerl 
ry speaker, to vhran we linen, intoaiVoci 
And eoablei bim, for the moment, to itre 
hp ODT faenltiea to fit the iCandBnl <£ hi 

Thw i» a Tery ourioiu mhject. 1 tm UKa 



^ ^tgtntl and masterly treatite 

u ttt» adraneement of learning; ** Fasoinatkiiy 

' wtj% ke, ia the power and aet of imagination in- 

'ttniifie vpoD other bodies than the body of the 

' laiai^naint; wherein the sehool of Paraeelsns 

^and the disciples of pretended natural magio 

'haye been so intemperate, as that they hare 

ezaked the power of the imagination to be 

maeb one with the power of miracle-woriLing 

tuth: others that draw nearer to probability 

aHing to thdr view the secret passages of 

\ingB and especiidly of the contagion that pas- 

th from body to body, do concdiye it should 

ewise be agreeable to nature, that there 

uld be some tranmmnoru and operation* 

t epirit to spirit^ with*"'* * 
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genius, which vas othendse brave and conf 
vaiy in the presence of Octavianus Cesar, 
and cowardly: and therefore he advised h 
absent himself as much as he could and ri 
far from him. It turned out, however, ths 
soothsayer was suborned by Cleopatra, who 
ed Antony's company in Egypt 

Yet, if there be not something of this 
intercourse from spirit to spirit, how does i 
pen that one speaker shall gradually invad 
henum all the faculties of my soul as if I 
handling a Unrpedo; wlule another shall a^ 
and arouse me, like the clangor of the n 
trumpet? How does it happen that the firs 
infuse his poor spirit into my system, leth 
my native intellects, and bring down my p 
exactly to the level of his own? or that tl 
shall descend upon me like an angel of 
breathe new enei*gies into ray frame, dila) 
loul with his own intelligence, exalt me 
nqw and nobler region of thought, snatc 
from the eailh at pleasure, and rap me i 
feventh heaven? And, what is still more w< 
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ftd, bow does it happen that these different effects 
endure so long after the agency of the speaker 
has ceased? Insomneh^ that if 1 sit down to 
any intenectoal exercise, after listening to the 
first speaker, my performance shall be unworthy 
even of me, and the num-fish visible and tan- 
gible in ereiy sentence: whereas, if I enter on 
the same amosement, after having attended to 
the last mentioned orator, I shall be astonbhed 
at the elevatioD and vigor of my own thooghts; 
and, if I meet, accidentally, with the same pro* 
ductioD, a month or two afterwards, when my 
mind has lost the inspiration, shall scarcely recog- 
mse it for my own work. 

Whence is all this? To me it woold seem that 

t most proceed either from the subtile commerce 

etween the spiriu of men, which lord Venilam 

itices, and which enables the speaker, thereby, 

identify his hearer with himself; or else that 

mind of man possesses, independently of any 

tion on the part of its proprietor, a species of 

llar>' faculty of dilating and contracting itself, 

tiportion to the pencil of the rays of light 
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which the speaker throws upon it; which ^lhts» 
tioD or contractior\, as in the case of the eye, can^ 
not be immediately and abruptly altered. 

Whatever may be the solution, the fact, S* 
think, b certainly as I have stated it. And it is re- 
markable that the same effect is produced, though 
perhaps in a less degree, by perusing books into 
which different degrees of spirit and genius have 
^een infused. I am acquainted with a gentlemm 
who never sits down to a composition, wherein he 
wishes to shine, without previously readings with 
intense application, half a dozen pages of hia fa« 
voarite Bolingbroke. Having taken the charaeter 
and impulse of that writer's mind, he declares that 
ke feels his pen to flow with a spirit not his own; 
and that, if, in the oourse of his work, his powers 
kegin to languish, he finds it easy to revive and 
charge them afresh from the same neverfailing 
source. 

If these things be not visionaiy, it becomes im« 
portant to a man, for a new reason, what books 
he reads, and what company he keeps, sinoe, ae- 
sording to lord Verulam's notion, an influx of the 
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spirits of others may change the native character 
of his heart and understanding, before he is aware 
of it; or, according to the other saggestion, he may 
to hahitoally contract the papil of his mind, as to 
be disqualified f<sc the comprehension of a great 
sabject, and fit only for microscopic obsenrations. 
Whereas by keeping the company and readbg 
the works of men of magnanimity and genius 
only, he may receive their qualities by subtile 
transmission, and eventually, get the eye, the ar- 
dor and the enterprize of an eagle. 

But whither am I wandering? Permit me to 
return. Admitting the correctness of the princi- 
ples formerly mentioned, it would seem to be a 
fair conclusion that whenever an orator wishes to 
know what effect he has wrought on his audi- 
ence, he should coolly and conscientiously pro- 
pound to himself this question: Have I, myself, 
throughout my oration, felt those dear and co- 
gent convictions of judgment, and that pure and 
exalted fire of the soul, with which I wished to 
inspire others? For, he may rely on i^ that he 
can so more impart (or te use Baeon'a word. 
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transmit) oonvictioDS and sensations whieh he 
himself has not, at the time^ sincerely feH, than 
he can eonyej a clear title to proper^, in which 
he himself has no title. 

This leads me to remark a defect which I have 
noticed mwe than once in this coanUy. Follow- 
ing up too closely the cold conceit of the Boman 
division of an oration, the speakers set aside a par- 
ticular part of their discourse, usually the perora- 
tion, in which, they take it into their heads that 
they will be pathetic. Accordingly when they 
reach this part, whether it be prompted by the 
feelings or not, a mighty bustle commences. The 
speaker pricks up his ears, erects his chest, tosses 
his arms with hysterical vehemence, and says 
every thing which he supposes ought to aflTeet his 
hearers; but it is all in vain: for it is obvious that 
every tiling he sayv is prompted by the head; 
and, however it may display his ingenuity and 
fertility, however it may appeal to the admiratiaa 
of his hearers, it will never strike deeper. The 
heart9 of the audience will refuse all oommeree 
except with the heart of the speaker; nor, in thii 
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lommeree, is it poanble, by any diflgoise, 
nrcr artfal, to impose false ware on them. 1 
nrer the speaker may labodr to seem to 1 
lowerer near he may approach to the appt 
mce of the reality, the heart neyertheless p 
lesses a keen unerring sense, whieh never fa 
o detect the imposture. It would seem as if tt 
\eart of man stamps a secret mark on all its el 
'osions, which alone can give them currency, am 
vhich no ingenuity, however adroit, can success- 
nlly counterfeit. 
I have been not a little diverted, here, in list- 
ning to some fine orators, who deal almost ill- 
rely in this pathos of the head. They practise 
3 start, the pause — make an immense parade 
attitudes and gestures, and seem to imagine 
mselves pierdng the heart with a thousand 
nds. The heart all the time, developing every 
that is played to cajole her, and sitting se- 
and composed, looks on and smiles at the 
lous pageant as it passes, 
hing can, in my <^inion, be more ill judged 

rator, than to indulge himself In this idle^ 

C2 
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artificial parade. It is particularly unfortunate in 
an exordium. It ia as much as to say caveat atuU^ 
tOTf and for mj own part, the moment I see an 
orator rise with this menacing majesty; assume a 
look of solemn wisdom; stretch forth his right 
arm, like the rubene dexter of Jove; and hear 
him open his throat in deep and tragic tone; I 
feel myself iuTolantarily braced and in an atti- 
tude of defence, as if I were going to take a bout 
"with Mendoza. 

The Virginians boast of an orator of nature^ 
whose manner was the reverse c^ all this; and 
he is the only orator of whom they do boast^ 
with much emphasis. I mean the celebrated Pa- 
trick Henry, whom, I regret, that I came to 
thb country too late to see. I cannot, indeed, 
easily forgive him, even in the grave, his per- 
sonal instrumentality in separating these fair eo- 
lonies from Great Britain. Yet I dare not with- 
hold, from the memory of his talents, the tribute 
of respect to which they are so justly intitled. 

I am told that his general appearance and man- 
ners where thotc of a plain fyrmtr m planter ^ 
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the bftek eoantiy; that, in this oharaeter, he al- 
ways 'wDtered on the exordium of an oration: dis- 
(jaalifying himsetf, with looks and expressions of 
humility so lowlj and unassamhig, as threw every 
heart ofT its guard and induced liis audience to 
fisten to hiin, vith the same easy openness with 
which they would converse with an honest neigli- 
hour: hut, hy and hy, when it was little expected^ 
he would take a flight so high, and hlaze with a 
splendor so heavenly as filled them with a kind 
of religious awe, and gare him the force and au- 
4hority of a prophet. 

Yon remember this was the manner of Ulysses: 
commendng with the look depressed, and hesi- 
taUng voice. Yet I dare say Mr. Henry was di- 
rected to it, not by the example of Ulysses, of 
which it is very probable, that, at the commence- 
ment of his career, at least, he was intirely igno- 
rant: but either that it was the genuine, trem- 
bling diffidence, without which, if Tully may be 
believed, a great orator never rises; or else that he 
was prompted to it by his own sound judgment 
and bb intimate knowledge of the human heart. 




IhMte •cm the ikcletou Tf khim «f hi* on* 
tioni. The pcriodi ind tbdr membcn are iliat^ 
^oiek, eager, pdiiitMinK, and an n 



Tineo), asd a heait inAained wilh seal for tkt 
prqiRgation of tbow MxiTwtioui. Tbef tB»i, 
bowenr, a nrj maitcqiiate lample of hi> trimtat . 
the tUDographer haling dctct attempted to Csk 
lo* him, when be amw in the HrenBth asd a«- 
fill nujeitj of hit genioa. 

I am not a little larpriud to find daqncDee t( 
this high order m negUgentlr eoltiTated is tha 
Uoited Statei. Coauderiug what a *erf power- 
ful engine it i* in a republic, and hov peeaUarij 
faioirable to hi enlture, the climate oTrepubliM 
haa been alvajra AhukI, I expected to hate aeen 
(D Amerina more TMariea to Hereaiy than evea 
to Plutni. Indeed ft would be lo •ore a raadbodit* 
wedth and hoDOon, that if I coveted cither, aad 
were an Amerieui, I would bend all my powen 
to iU RDqiiirement, and tiy whether I coold not 
lueoeed at well ai llemoMhenea In vanqnUluiig 
nulural impcrTeatioai. Mi tof dear S ...... ., 
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were 70a a citizen of this oountrj! Too, under thfe 
inflaence of whose toioe a ]>iirliainent of Great 
Britain has trembled apd shuddered, while her 
refiaed and enlightened galleries baye wept and 
fainted in the excess of feeling!— what might yon 
not accomplish? But, for tlie honour of mj coun- 
try, I am much better pleased that you are a 
Briton. 

On the rabjeet of Tirgiman eloquence, you 
shall hear farther from me. In the mean thnd^, 
wKen, my S „ my friend, my father. 




TO THE EDITDB OF TSB TlSaiKU AftGDl; 

Sir, 
A S the theaiy of the euib derivei imporfisw 
from ita dignitr, if not from iti atjlitj, and hw <t 
Intt ye*n giTCD birth to muj iageoknu ■peeu- 
bilioni, I thill ofier no apology lor troobling jna 
vilb the roliowing remarki, vhjoh weie tag- 
pnteil by an auy, in lut Wedne>da<r*> Arga% 
intitlcd " The Britnh Spy." 

Sen ■belli and other marine prodnctkna, At 
fering in no reipect from thoie *hioh no* exM 
in (heir nati'e element, haie been fimnd in ewerf 
explored jiirt of the globe. They are found, toa» 
in the highest ai well ai in the lowett titoatiou: 
on the lortiett mountaini of Europe, and the itiH 
loftier Andei of South Ameriia, To go no farther 
from home, oaronn Allegnn; ahoandiirith them. 
How wei-e thae fubitancea teiiinced from their 
parent ocean! Uo Ibey ttill rtmuB in their pri- 
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mitiTe beds? and has the water deserted them? 
or hare they deserted the water? These ques- 
tions, differently answered, gire rise to different 
theories. 

Among these theories, that of the Count de 
Baffon stands eonspicuons. Adorned with all the 
graees of style, and borrowing a lustre from his 
other splendid produetions, it has long had its 
full share of admirers. After exhibiting new 
proofs of a former submersion, in which he dis« 
eovers great ingenuity, and b certainly intitled to 
great praise, he proceeds to account for the earth 
in its present form, by a natural operation of the 
ocean which covered it This hypothesis, which 
tiie British Spy has partially adopted, is liable to 
many objections, which, to me at least, are insu- 
perable. I will briefly notice some of the most 
obvious. 

Although alluvion may account for small ae« 
oeswms of soil nearly on a level with the ocean, 
it cannot explain the formation of mountains. It 
it contrary to all the known laws of nature to 
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■uppote that ft fluid eould lift, fo fiur abof«lli4ivA 
lerelf bodies many times heavier than itaelC 

Agidiiy if the oeean, as Buffon maintains^ have * 
tendency to wear away all points and emincneet 
over which it passes, it would exert tlib ta a de n qr 
on the mountains itself had formed; or ratiMr» it 
voold prevent their formation. It is sorely in- 
eoosistentto suppose the ocean would pcodnca 
mountains, and at the same time wear away thOM 
that already existed. Indeed, the author himsdf 
seemed to be aware of the invincible olijeetioiii 
to this part of his theory, and endeavours to 
evade their force by sinking a part of the earth, 
in the cavity occasioned by which, the supeifli^ 
ous waters find a sufficient receptacle} thus aban* 
doning the agency of alluvion, and adopting a new 
and totally different hypothesis. 

But while marine . substances are found far 
above their proper element* vegetable bodies are 
often found far bekw the seat of their produotloo* 
In Europe they often meet with wood, at great, 
depths of the earth, in a «tate of perfect pre- 
«0rvfttion, and in sinking wells, in this coonti^. 
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tnmla of trees frequently obstmct the progress 
of the -work. A Mr. Peters, of Harrison county, 
not long sinee, met with pieces of {nne, twen^ 
feet below the snr&ee, on a hill of considerable 
eleratkm, and at a distance from any water- 
eoorse. In this town, leayes, believed to be those 
of the hazle, were foand mingled with marine 
prodnetions. These yegetable matters must have 
been once exposed to air, heat and light, to hare 
ftttatned the state in which they were found; and 
the same exposure would have afterwards caused 
their deeay, unless their interment had been sud- 
den and complete. Bones, shells and other ex- 
traneous substances, are oftbn found bedded in 
marble and other hard bocfies; and I myself hare 
seen a specimen of those human bones, which in 
the fortifications of Gibraltar are often found in- 
corporated with the solid rock. What less than 
tome great throe of nature, or some mighty 
agent, now dormant and unknown, could hare 
produced the general bouleversemetU which these 
appearances indicate} 
But the hypothetical reaMniog of Monsieur de 
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Bofibo M foanded on > fact do lew h;pa(liail 
The irgamenta, b farour of ■ gEueral mrreU 
the weat, kre t ewfeH, ler; oogeot, uid wooU 
aoandoii^ bat for the foUowiiig diffitmltiei. 

1. If the cvenlioD of the Hin and mocs, 
praducing alternate elevalitma ud deprcMi 
of the ooe*B, prodnee alio a ourrent, the forai 
tiiii BOrrent will be in proportkm to the mMi 
vater thai ruud and depreued. Now, eontr 
to (he sMertian ni BuSbo, the ttdei are higk 
in high latitudes, and Eraduallj dinuiuih towa 
the equator; where I beliere tbej' hardlj eiei 
a foot. B; the ol»ervationi of Captain Cook, 
lame diSerenoe eiiati in the Paoifio ooeaa ti ' 
long known in the Atlantic. If then, there b 
general current to the weat, it abould be atnui 
in high latitndet and weakeat under the t 
Bat the contrary ia the UM. No general coR 
to the weat ia foond withoat the tropic*; and I 
which prevaila irregulariy between them ia a 
allj u>d ratioaallj aturibed to the trade wloda, 

S. K thia anppoted current exiated, iti g| 
would be readilj perceired by our navigaton 
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the difference of their paasafi^es to and from Ea- 
fope; but, the one before referred to excepted, 
they meet with nothing of the kind. A enrrent, 
at the rate of one mile an hoar, would make a 
diffierenee of near two thousand miles between an 
ordinary voyage to and from Europe. 

S. By actual observations, detailed in the se- 
cond Tolume of the Philosophical Transactions, 
iikt prevailing currents about some idands in the 
AUantio Ocean are to the east. At Owhyhee, 
whicfa lies within the tropics, and nearly in th« 
middle of the Pacific Ocean, Captain Cock ob- 
served the current to set, without any regulaiity, 
iometiines to the west, and sometimes to the 



4. But one argument may be deemed conclu- 
Mve. The air is a fluid at least as sensible to the 
levitating power of the planets as the Ocean, 
ind, like that, must also have its tides. If, on the 
one hand, the tides of the air are more liable to 
be disturbed ^y its compressibility, by partial 
nurefisetion or condensation, its obstacles, on the 
cither liand, to a free motioii round the earth. 
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are oom^arativelj inconaiderable. Its eoime il 
somewhat impeded, but never arretted. If dm 
suoh a general law existed} as is contended fbr« 
there would be, either a steady east wind, or 
greater flow of air from that quarter than from 
the west, in every climate of the globe. But thk 
is the case only between the tropics; and the pre- 
valence of the east wind, in that region, has been 
almost universally ascribed to rarefaction by healf 
since no other solution can account for the sea 
and land breezes, monsoons, and other pheno* 
mena of those climates. 

Froih these considerations I am ditpoaed to 
think, that tliere b no uniform current to the 
westi or that it is too inconsiderable to have any 
effect on the figure of the earth. Admitting the 
existence of a general current, it may be merdy 
superficial. Currents, whose force gradually di* 
minishes from the surface downwards, are knoivm 
to exist; and the practice of seamen, when they 
wish « to try the current," is evidently founded 
on the belief that they do not extend to great 
depths. The aoceaeioa of water by ihm tidet k 
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idl to require a general morement of the 
to its bottom. 

weighing the probability of a general eor- 
> the wetty 1 have eonfined myself to the 
ion of the tides; ss the mere motion of the 
either in its orbit, or on its axis, can haTe 
Bible effect this way. This motion is som- 
Rted to eveiy part of the earth, whether 
HP fluid; and while it continues equable^ 
tre both affected alike, and their relative 
MIS remain the same. So well established 
siple must have been contested by the Bri- 
>y through mere inadvertence, 
fter all that has been said, arguments, in 
of a current from the surface to the hot- 
le deemed conclusive, it is worth while to 
! into its probable effects. 

British Spy supposes that this general 
t enlarges both the eastern and western 
of continents; in which hypothesis, he dif- 
IS from Buffon than that elegant but fanoi- 
nist differs from himself. For, in his theory 
formatioa of the pUnets^ he advances that 
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the ocean is eondniiany wearing awaj 41ie tutt* 
era coasts, and by a process, whieh he does aof 
even hint at, enlarging the western; and that 
Asia is an older country than Europe. Bat in a 
aobseqaent work, his Epochs, he maintuns the 
direct reverse, and mentions the ahmptness of 
the western, and the greater nomber of islands 
of the eastern coasts, as evidences that the former 
have been abraded by the ocean. 

But I find neither reasoning nor fiict to war* 
rant either of these condasions. It has been 6b» 
served that a shore forms a convex outline whert 
it guns on the ocean, and a concave where ft 
loses. On inspecting the map of the world, we 
perceive nothing, which.by this standard indi- 
cates a greater increase on one continent than on 
the other, or even any increase at all. We see no 
vast prominence of coast under the line; bat on 
taking both shores of the ocean, m both hemU' 
pkeres, into comparison, we find that the conVexl* 
ties on the western side are balanced by eqnd 
convexities on tlie eastern. Besides, it is eleat 
that in proportion in the contents of the ocen 
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ire eut on the land, in the same degree it he- 
eomes deeper, and its shores more steep and 
abrupt. Tlus is as true of the oeean as it is of 
a diteh. By this inereaang deeKvity of growing 
ihoreSy the additional gra^itj to be overcome 
wiDy in time, cheek the ailuTlon of any currenty 
however strong. An opposite equaHzing tenden* 
tj oeevrs, where the coast is worn away by the 
ocean. SoceessiTC fragmoits of rooks and pre- 
dpicesy by sloping the shore, gradually abate the 
impetus of the waters, until the coast attains that 
doe iaelination by which, the gravity to be over- 
come exactly counterbalances the projectile force 
of the ocean. Without doubt, small Tariations 
continually take place in the outline of all coasts; 
hot the equilibrium for which I contend, is found- 
ed on correct principles; and every coast, whe* 
ther eastern or westem« approaches to that 
form, if it have not already attained it, when what 
it loses by ,the ocean will be precisely equal to 
what it gains. 

It should be remarked that Buffon, in his last 
•ddltioii to his ThemiCf conaeioiit of the insuffi- 
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ciency of alluvion in the formation of continent^ 
topposes that the cavities, with which the earC]|^ 
ahounds, are coatiDually falling in, and, frmu t^^ 
•onseqaent retreat of the ocean, that eontiiMDCir 
are continually approximating. This oonjeeliizv 
certainly renders his theory more ccmsistent; but 
it substitutes a cause for tb0. emeraioii of the 
earth totally different fromfkl first hypotheBS of 
alluvion; and it has been that alone which I hare 
considered. This last supposition is merdj gra- i 
tuitous; as neither obserration nor history afibrd 
us any proofs of the ezbtence of these immenie 
caverns, or of any general retreat of the ocean. 

For the reasons which I have given, and for i 
many more, the theory of this celebrated natural 
ist has long been deemed both improbable and in- 
adequate, and is now confined to the merit, (no 
small merit by the by) of having collected valua- 
ble materials, and detected the fallacies of Bur- 
Bet, Woodward and other dreamers on the sub- 
ject. It has accordingly given place to new theo- 
ries, more consistent at least, if not more satii- 
faetoiy. Volcanoes, an intense heat in the centre 
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of the nrtli, the rearemenli of lainwb ind it- 
ECttililei, baTe be«D emp]ajed, at lepirRte (X 
joint a^nt^ by the (peenbton on tbii corkiua 
nl^eet. Dr. Huttoo, bj fii- the moat eelebntad 
if these, >appo«eithe eiuviB of •hell Gib to hiie 
«oa*titoted the buii at the i-arth; uid that it hi* 
uauned it* preient tbnn and uppeRranoe by ths 
fbum pradneed bf the earth'i intemBi beiL 
H« upporti thii 0|diuon t? > trun of ebibonte 
Kuoning, uiil ( ehemual eumiaatioD of the bo- 
fiet Hhieh compote the outer eruit of the earth. 
I r^'et that I un *oquunted wilh the work 011I7 
>t leoond huiil. But I believe that even thii theo- 
ry, Ingeoiooi and acientifio ai it it, girea little 
Bore genenl utiifaction than those whieh pre* 
•eded it. It ia, in eommmi vtth the other late hj- 
pMheaei, oppoaeil b; the fine reaaooing of But- 
ion, in faTDur of the immediate action of »ateria 
iroduciog tbe correapoDilentangleaof mounlaini, 
their vnTing ouUine, paolfel strata, tic aa vett 
n by many c£ Uie faeli'lteve glaaeed at; and it 
ii moreover, laid to be coMndkled by nme che- 
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On the vhole, Ihen, 1 tear «e have not jet m^ 
liTcd at tbit eertainlj which will ntirfy the ii- 
qoirer who u neither enamoond with the &■• 
ciet of hi* own biwn, nor icdiMed bj the eto> 
qaenee or others: uxi therefore, to a*e the wordi 
of eneleguit writer of our owneountty, vhodi^ 



cmtion OD thii at on other oeeenoDt, " we mint 
"be contented to acknowledge that thii grot 
" phenomenan ii, at jet, uniolred. Ig^noreoce la 
*■ preferable to error; and he ii lew remote from 
"the truth, who belisTn nothing, thin he who 
•' belierea what ia wrong." 

Before we can obtua ■ lober eooTietioii on (ha 
mbjeot, or B«n pmperlj compare the probaUB^ 
of the reipediTe theoriea, man j qaeitloDa now 
eonteated moat be lettled) new fact< moat be di»- 
eoTcredi new powera of nature deieloped. 

How far doe* the power of aqaeoDi aolutkiu and 
of cr7aullizitian extendi Doei the earth bomnr 
all it! beat from the ann) or baa it a perennkl 
■ouree in ita own bowela! are there general onr- 
renU in the oeean) If to, what are their eounea. 
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^tiods and strength? It is dear that eyery rain 
that fallsy every wind that hlows, transports some 
portion of the earth we inhabit to the ocean. Is 
there any secret and magieal process in natore, 
as some have supposed, by which this perpetual 
waste is perpetually repaired? and do mountains 
receive accessions by rain, by attraction, or any 
other mode equal to what they evidently lose? 
Again, water is converted into vegetables, ve- 
getables into animals, and both of these again into 
earth. Is this same earth reconverted into water, 
and by one unvaried round of mutation, each 
preserved in its present proportion to all eter- 
nity? 

Science, with an ardour of inquiry never before 
known, and a daily increase of materials, ad- 
vances with hasty steps to answer these pre- 
fiminary questions; but till they are solved, I in- 
cline to think that every theory is premature, 
and shall, therefore, remain satisfied with the 
Afe, bat humble character of 

AN INQUIRER. 



I HATE juK Ntnnwil, mj dotr S , 

bma ID interotiag mm-ning'i ride. Mf obje«t 
»u to TiHl the <He of the Indi»n town, Powh«- 
tini which joa »ill rememlrer wai the roetropo- 
li) (rf the dominion* ti' Pouhuntia* fkther, t.'oi, 
Tei7 probiU]', the birth|>U*e of that ■ 



The town «u huilt mi the rirer, abODt two 
milu below the ground nov oecaineri bj Hnb^ 
moail: that ii, Rboat two milet betow the head </ 
tide water. The Und whereon it itood h, at pi«> 
sent, part of h ver; beiutifal and valaable &rm 
belonging to k gentleman hj the name </ W3- 

Awire of the (light manner in wlueh the In- 
diana hare alwaja eonatnicted their habitatknt, 
I via not *t all diiappoinled in finding no Testigje 
of the old town. Bnt wl traTcned the gTOand 
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vret which Pocahuntas had so often bounded 
and (roUeked in the sprightlj moming of her 
youth, I eonld not help recalling the principal 
featoret of her history, and heaving a sigh of 
mingled pity and yeneration to her memory. 

Good Heaven! What an eyentfol life was hen! 
To speak of nothing else, the arrival of the Eng- 
liih in her father^s dominions most have appeared 
(as indeed it tamed out to be) a most porten- 
tous phenomenon. It is not easy for us to coa* 
eeive the amazement and consternation which 
must have filled her mind find that of her nation 
at the first appearance of our countrymen. Their 
great ship, with all her sails spread, advancing ia 
■olemn majesty to the shore; their complexion; 
their dress; their language; their domestic ani- 
mals; their cargo of new and glittering wealth; 
•ad then the thunder and iiTcsistible force cf 
their artillery; the distant country announced by 
them, far beyond the great water, of which tho 
ddest Indian had never heard, or thought, or 
dreamed— 4dl this was so new, so wonderful, so 
trtmendoosy that I do aeriouily suppose the per- 
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sonal descent of an army of Milton's eelestial an- 
gels, robed in light, sporting in the bright beams 
of the sun and redonbling their splendour, making 
divine harroonj with their golden harps, or play- 
ing with the bolt and chasing the rapid lightning 
•f heaven, would excite not more astonishment in 
Great Britain, than did the debarkation of the 
English among the aborigines of Virginia. 

Poor Indians! Where are they now? Indeed^ 
my dear S , this is a truly afflicting con- 
sideration. The people here may say what they 
please; but, on the principles of eternal truth and 
justice, they have no right to this country. They 
say that they have bought it — bought it! Yes;— 
of whom? — Of the poor trembling natives who 
knew that refusal would be vain; and who strove 
to make a merit of necessi^ by seeming to yield 
with grace, what they knew that they had not 
the power to retain. Such a bargain might appease 
the conscience of a gentleman of the green bag, 
** worn and hackneyed" in the arts and frauds of 
his profession; but in heaven's chancery, my 
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S there can be tittle doabt that it haa 

been long since set aside on the ground of duress. 

Poor wretches! No wonder that they are so 
implacably vindicUire against the white people; 
no wonder that the rage of resentment is handed 
down from generati<Mi to generation; no wonder 
that th^y refuse to associate and mix permanently 
with their unjust and cruel invaders and exter- 
miiiaters; no wonder that in the unabating spite 
and frenzy of conscious impotence, they wage an 
eternal war, as well as they are able; that they 
triumph in the rare opportunity of revenge; that 
they dance, sing and i*ejoice, as the victim shrieks 
and faints amid the flames, when they imagine 
all the crimes of their oppressors collected on his 
head, and fancy the spirits of their injui'ed fore- 
fathers hovering over the scene, smiling with fe- 
rodous delight at the grateful spectacle, and feast- 
ing cm the precious odour as it rises from the 
burning blood of the white man. 

Yet the people, here, affect to wonder that the 
Indians are so very unsusceptible of civiliznliun; 
or, in other words, that they so obstbately re- 
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fuse to adopt the manners of the white men. (3o» 
Virginian; erase, from the Indian nation, the tift> 
dition of their wrongs; make them forget, if 70a 
can, that onoe this charming ooantry was theirs; 
that oyer these fields and through these forest^ 
their beloved forefathers, once, in careless gaiety, 
pursued their sports and hUnted their game; that 
every returning day found them the sole, the 
peaeefol, the happy proprietors of this extensive 
and beautifol domwn. Make them forget too^ if 
you can, that in the midst of all this innocence, 
simplicity and bliss — the white man came; and lo! 
—the animated chase, the feast, the dance, the 
song of fearless, thoughtless joy were over; that 
ever since, they have been made to drink of the 
bitter cup of humiliation; treated like dogs; their 
lives, thdr liberties, the sport of the white men; 
their country and the graves of their Others torn 
from them, in cruel succession: until, driven from 
river to river, from forest to forest, and through 
a period of two hundred years, rolled back, na* 
tion upon nation, they find themselves fugitives^ 
vagrants and strangers in their own coontrj, and 
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look fionrsni to the eertam period when their 
deaeendents will be totally extinguithed bj wan, 
driven at the point of the bayonet into the wea- 
tarn oeean, or redoeed to a fate itill more de- 
plorable and horrid, the condition of alavea. G09 
adminiater the enp of obliyion to reeollectiona 
and antieipations like theae, and then yon will 
ccaae to complain that the Indian refuses to be 
civilized. But notO then, snrdy it is nothing 
wonderful that a nation even yet bleedbg afresh, 
from the memory of ancient wrongs, perpetually 
agonized by new outrages, and goaded into des- 
peration and madness at the prospect of the cer- 
tain ruin, which awaits their desoendents, should 
hate the authors of their miseries, of their deso- 
lation, their destruction; should hate their man- 
nera, hate their color, their language, their name, 
and eveiy thing that belongs to them. No; ne- 
ver, until time shall wear out tlie history of their 
w &m mn and their sufferings, will the Indian be 
brought to love the white man, and to imitate his 
manners* 
Great god! Torefleet, my S » that the 
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aothort of all these wrongs were our own coon- 
tiymeDy oar forefathers, professors of the meek 
and benevolent religion of Jesus! O! it was impi- 
ous; it was unmanly; poor and pitiful! Gracioas 
Heaven! what had these poor people done? The 
simple inhabitants of these peaceful plains, what 
wrong, what injuiy, had they offered to the Eng- 
lish? My soul melts with pity and shame. 

As for the pi*esent inhabitants, it must be grant- 
ed that they are comparatively innocent: unless 
indeed they also have encroached under the 
guise of treaties, which they themselves have 
previously contrived to render expedient or ne- 
cessary to the Indians. 

Whether this have been the case or not, I am 
too much a stranger to the interior transactions 
of this country to decide. But it seems tome that 
where I a president of the United States, I would 
glory in going to the Indians, throwing myself oo 
my knees before them, and saying to them, *' In- 
'*dians, friends, brothers, O! forgive my eoun- 
*< trymen! Deeply have our for^thers wronged 
" you; and they have forced os to eontinne the 
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** wrong. Reflect brothers; it was not our fault 
" that we were born in your country; but now, 
" we have no other home; we have no where 
" else to rest our feet. Will you not, then, per- 
*' mit OS to remain? Can you not forgive even us, 
'' innocent as we are? If you can, O! come to our 
''bosoms; be, indeed, our brothers; and since 
" there is room enough for us all, give us a home 
" in your land, let us be children of the same 
*< aflTectionate family.'* I believe that a magna- 
nimity of sentiment like this, followed up by a 
correspondent greatness of conduct on the part 
of the people of the United States, would go far- 
ther to bury the tomahawk and produce a fra- 
ternization with the Indians, than all .the pre- 
sents, treaties and missionaries that can be em- 
ployed; dashed and defeated as these latter means 
always are, by a claim of rights on the part of the 
white people which the Indians know to be false 
and baseless. Let me not be told that the Indians 
are too dark and fierce to be affected by generous 
and noble sentiments. I will not believe it Mag- 
muumity eaa never be lost on a nation which has 
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])roduccd an Alknomok, a Logan, ar 
Imnias. 

The repetition of the name of tl 
piiDcesB brings me back to the point £ 
I disgressed. I wonder that the Virginii 
tliey are of anniversaries, have institu* 
tival or order in honour of her memor 
own part, I have little doubt, from tfa 
ikhich we have of the first attempts ai 
thfcir country, that Pocahuntas desei 
considered as the patron deity of the 
When it is remembered huw long 
struggled to get a footing; how oflen 
famine, neglect at home, mismanagei 
and the hostilities of the natives, broug 
brink of ruin; tli rough what a tcdioi 
time, it alternately languished and rei 
and rose, sometimes hanging, like Addi 
"quivering at a point," then sudden 
up into a sickly and shortlived fian 
wonl, when we recollect how near an(! 
it verged towards total extinction, n 
patroQ£ge of Poeahuntaii there is th< 
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reason to beUete that, bat for her patronage, the 
anniTersaiy eaonoa of the fourth of July would 
nerer have resounded throughout the United 
Sutes. 

Is it not probable, that this sensible and amiable 
woman, pereeiyiag the superiority of the Eu- 
ropeans, foreseeing the probability of the subju- 
gation of her eountrymen, and anxious as well to 
soften their destiny, as to save the needless ef- 
fusion of human blood, desired, by her marriage 
with Mr. Rolfe, to hasten the abolition of all dis- 
tinction between Indians and white men; to bind 
their interests and affections bv the nearest and 

w 

most endearing ties, and to make them regard 
themselves, as one people, the children of the 
same great family? If such were her wise and 
benerolent views, and I have no dOubt but they 
were, how po<Hly were they backed by the Bri- 
tish eourt? No wonder at the resentment and in- 
dignation with which she saw them neglected; 
no wonder at the bitterness of the disappointment 
and vexation which she expressed to captain 
Smitbj in Londoni arising as well from the cold 
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reception -which she herself had met, at from 
the contemptuous iud insulting pmnt of view in 
which she found that her nation was regarded. 

Unfortunate princess! She deserved a happier 
fate! But I am consoled by these reflections: firs^ 
that she sees her descendents among the most 
respectable families in Yu'ginia; and that they are 
not only superior to the false shame of disavow- 
ing her as their ancestor; but that they pride 
themselves, and with reason too, on the honour 
of their descent; secondly, that she herself has 
gone to a country, where she finds her noble 
-wishes realized; where the distinction of colour is 
no more; but where indeed, it is perfectly imma> 
terial " what complexion an Indian or an African 
*' sun may have burned" on the pilgrim. 

Adieu, my dear S This train of thought 

has destroyed the tone of my spirits: when I re* 
cover them, you shall hear farther from me. Onee 
more, adieu. 



LETTER V .• 

Richmooid, Septonber S3. 

IHIS town^ my dear S .^ is the resi- 

^nce of several conspicuoas characters; some of 
vhose names we hare heard on the other side of 
the Atlantic You shall be better acquainted with 
them before we finish this coiTcspondence. For 
the present, permit me to introdace to your ao- 

qoaintance, the . • of the commonwealth 

of Virginia, and the of the Uni- 
ted States. 

These gentlemen are eminent political oppo- 
nents; the first belonging to the repablican, the 
latter leading the van of the federal, party. Such 
is the interest which they both have in the con- 

* The donee of the manuscript begs that he may not be 
coDsideTed as responsible for the accuracy with which cer> 
tain chamcters are delineated in this letter. He selects it 
purely for the advantage which, he sui)poses, youthful 
readers may derire from the writer's reflections on the 
(terscteri attempted to be drawn by him. 
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fidcDoe ind ifieetkmt of tlnnr reqwotiTe parlicCi 
that it would be tfiffieolt, if not impoMiUe, for (^ 
Virginimn to deUneate dtber of thdr duraetcn 
jiut)}. Friendihip or hottiUty vould be almoit 
Hire to orerclurge the pioture. Bat fbr me, I 
luTe w little soDnuion withtbi* eaaatrj, at h«r 
eoneerni, either at preient or in protpeet, thtt t 
believe I can look on her inott exalted ehanoten 
without enTj, or prejudice oCanj kiud; and draw 
them with the tune coal and philoaopbio im- 
partialilj, a> if I were a Kgourner from another 
planet. If I fail in the delineation, the faolt moit 
be in the hand or in the head, in the pencil or tha 
judgment; and not in an; prepoaieawMi near t*f 
beart 

1 choote to briDg thoBe two charaeten, be&ra 
you, together; becauie thej exhibit, witii great 
nTscity, an iDtellectoal Phenamaum, whiah 1 haTe 
notined more than onee befbrei and in the n- 
hitian of which I ahould be pleaaed to tee jonr 
pen employed: I mean the very difo«nt eeleri^ 
in the rauvement of two iouod miadi, wlueh oa 
aU labjeets, whereiQ there ii no laiititm of puQr 
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xetly w31 ultimately come to the same jast con- 
dunon. What a pitj it is, that Mr. Locke, while 
be was dissecting^ the human understanding, with 
such skill and felicity, did not advert to this 
eharaeteristie Tariance in the minds of men. It 
would hare been in his power, by developing its 
causes, either to point to the remedy, if it exist at 
an, or to relieve the man of slow mind, from the 
hbour of fruitless experiments, by showing the 
total impracticability of his cure. But, to our 
gentlemen; and in order that you may know them 
the more intimately, I will endeavour to prefix to 
each character a portrait of the person. 

The of this commonwealth is the 

same who was, not many years 

ago, the at Paris. His present office is 

mfficient evidence of the estimation in which he 
is held by bis native state. In his stature, he is 
about the middle height of men, rather firmly 
set, with nothing farther remarkable in his per- 
son, except his muscular compactness and appa- 
rent ability to endure labour. His countenance^ 
when gtvrtf has rather the expressioa of stenn 
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neu >nd trueibiliCf : s imile hoire<rer.(in<l ■•at3e 
ii not anuiual with hito in ■ Kwisl drde] light! 
it up to Terf high adTUDt^e, and gin» it > moit 
impretsiie and eogigin; air of KiBvit; and bene- 
ndenoe. Jiulgini; merely from bia coODtenuie^ 
he i> betveen the agei of forty-GTe utd SBj 
jean. Hil ilreu and penonal appeanmee aM 
those of a pluD and roodeit gentleioaD. He ia ■ 
man of loR, polite and even imUIhoiu attentioiMi 
but these, alibongh thej ore alwija well timed, 
judldout, and eiidently the olTapring of an Mt- 
giag and philantbrojHo temper, are never per- 
formed with the itriking ami oapdvating graae* 
of a Muriborough or a Bolingbroke. To be pl^D, 
there ii otten in his raanner an inartiGoial and 
eren an awltward umplicily, wbieh, while it pro- 
vokes the imile of a more poluhed person, forset 
him [o the u{Hnion, that Mr. is a loan tt 

Nature has giien him a mind neither rapkt 
DOT riehi and therefore, he annot shine on a anb- 
ject which is uitiielj new to him. Bat to eompcD- 
sate bim for this, he is endued with a ifint of 
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lenenms and restless emulation, a judgment solid, 
strong and dear, and a habit of applicatioD, which 
10 diffieolties can shake; no labours can tire. 

With these aids, simply, he has qualified him* 
idf for the first honours of this country; and 
presents >a most happy illustration of the truth of 
the maxim, QuUguCf aiueforturutffaber. For his 
emulation has ui-ged him to perpetual and unre- 
mitting inquiry; his patient and unwearied indus- 
try has concentrated before him all the lights 
vhich others have thrown on the subjects of his 
consideration, together with all those which his 
own mind, by repeated efibrts, is enabled to 
strike; while his sober, steady and faithful judg- 
ment has saved him from the common error of 
more quick and brilliant geniuses: the too hasty 
adoption of specious, but fiilse conclusions. 

These qualities render him a safe and an able 
counsellor. And by their constant exertion, he 
has amassed a store of knowledge, which, having 
passed, seven times, through the crucible, is al- 
most as highly corrected, as human knowledge 
can be: and which eertamlyi may be nuieh more 
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safelj relied on, than the spontaneous and laxu- 
xiant growth of a more fertile^ but lets chastened 
mind — <* a wild, where weeds and flowers pro* 
miseaoas shoot." 

Having engaged very early^ first in the laSt eft 
•oldiery then of a statesman, then of a laborioai 
practitioner of the law, and finally, again of a po> 
litician, his intellectual operations bave been al- 
most intirely confined to juridical and poUtieal 
topics. Indeed, it b easy to perceive, that dii 
mind of a man, engaged in so active a life, most 
possess more native suppleness, versatility and 

▼Igor, than that of Mr , to be able t» 

make an advantageous tour of the sciences in tbi 
rare interval of impoilunate duties. It is possiUa 
that the early habit of contemplating subjects af 
expanded as the earth itself, with all the relativ* 
interests of the great nations thereof, may have 
inspired him with an indifference, perhapa an ic- 
aptitude, for mere p<Mnts of literature. Algemoo 
Sidney has said that he deems all studies unwor- 
thy the serious regard of a man, except the study 
«f the principles of juit govemmeAts and Mr* 



THE BRITISH SPT« 93 

... . . ^ perhaps, conoart with our ooontrymania 
this M well as in bU other principles. Whatever 
■ay have been the occasion, his acquaintance 
irith the fine arts u certainly very limited and 
nperficial; hut, making allowances for his bias to- 
ward! repablicanisra, he is a profound and even 
aa eleqiieDt statesman* 

Knowing him to be attached to that political 
party, who, by their opponents, are called some- 
times democrats, sometimes jacobins; and aware- 
also, that he was a man of warm and even ardent 
temper, I dreaded much, when 1 first entered his 
•ompany, that I should have been shocked and 
ttsgofted with the narrow, virulent and rancorous 
inveetives of party animosity.* How agreeably, 
how delightfully, was I disappointed! Not one 
lentimeiit of intolerance polluted his lips. On the 
eonirary, whether they be the ofispring of r»- 
tional indoctioo, of the habit of survejring mea 
and things on a great scale, of native magnanimi* 



doven foot of the Briton is visible; or, else, why 
from dbe p it Bai e i eouM he have expected such a 
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^, or of > oorobinstion of all 
priDople*, M br u %hej were 
»av Gnbeuiag, liberal, wide 
grttt. 

A* the elevated groand, 1 
faoM), hu been gwned mereljr I 
plieatimi; u eterj new step wb 
eomes a mean of increasing )iii 
Iher, by opeiutig > vider horizi 
thai (limnlating hia enterprix 
rating hii habiti, mulliplTing ( 
Cllending the range 0( hia kn< 
be matter (^ no aorpriae to i 
death, the vorld ahould >ee hi 
the American admiiiiatration. 

of the comroonweal 

lirinb an honourable, an iliuiti 
■elf created eminenee, worth a 

Let Da now change the Ken 
■ very diRerent character mdei 
big^f itiTOared piignl of nature 
if thia eapriuouB goddesa had 
<!luraoteri, pureljr with the tic 
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mid eontrast Nor is this contrast confined to 
their minds. 

The of the United SUtesiSy 

m his person, tall, meagre, emaciated; his muscles 
relaxed, and his joints so loosely connected, as 
not only to disqualify him, apparently; for IL^ 
tigorons exertion of body, hut to destroy every 
dung like elegance and harmony in his air and 
moraments... Indeed, in his whole appearance, 
and demeiiaor; dress, attitudes, gesture; sitting, 
standing w walking; he is as far removed from the 
idolized graces of lord Chesterfield, as any other 
gentleman on earth. To continue the poilrait: his 
head and face are small in proportion to his 
height; his complexion swarthy; the muscles of 
his face, being relaxed, give him the appearance 
of a man of fifty years of age, nor can he be much 
younger; his countenance has a faithful expresskm 
of great good humour and hilarity; while his black 
ejret-— that unerring index»p08sess an irradiating 
^irit, which proclaims the imperial powers of the 
mind that aits inthroned within. 
This extraordinary mao^ without the aid of 
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bnoy, irilhout the adTBDUget f£ peiMO, TditO, 
attitude, gnture, or aaj of the oniniaaiti of IB 
OrMor, deierre* to be coaudered u one of the 
mott eloquent men ia the world; if eloquence m^ 
be uid to eoaiiit in the power of KBing; the it- 
:--'ki" with irreuatible force, »nd aeTer pen^ 
liog it ta elude the grup, until the heirer bu !•• 
•eived the oanvictian which the apeaker iDleadfc 

Ai lo hii penon, it ha> alreulj been dexiribed. 
Hit voice u dry and hardj lut attitude, in hiimoat 
effective orations, wa> often eatremel; awkwardi 
w i( was not unusual for faint (o atand ^ilh U* 
leTt foot in advance; while all his gesture pro- 
ceeded from hia right arm, and consisted merely 
ia a teUement, peipendicular awing of it, froB 
about the eleratiaa ofbii head, to lbebir,beluiid 
which be was accustomed to stand. 

Ab to fane;, if she bold a aeat in lui mind A 
all, which I tet7 muoh doubt, his ffgautio gedna 
tramples with disdain, on all ber flower-deelted 
plats and falooinlDg parterres. How then, jou w&l 
ask, with a look ofipereduloaa cunositfibow iiit 
postible, that luch a mau can bold the atteukn 
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1 aadienee inehained, through a speech of eyea 
inarj length? I will tell yoo. 
ie possesses one origiiial, and> almost, super* 
tmal facalty: the faculty of developing a subl- 
et by a single glanee of his mind, and detecting 
iooee, the veiy point on which every controversy 
depends. No matter, what the question: thougK 
tea times more knotty than " the gnarled oak," 
fte l%fatning of heaven is not more rapid noc 
■ore resistless, than his astonishing penetration* 
I Kor does the exercise of it seem to cost him an 
' cftrt On the contrary, it is as easy as vision. I 
an persuaded that his eyes do not fly over a land« 
letpe and take in its various objects with more 
promptitude and facility, than his mind em* 
Waees and analyzes the most complex subject. 

Possessing while at the bar this intellectual 
deratioD, which enabled him to look down and 
C0DtH«hend the whole ground at once, he de« 
termined immediately and without difficulty, oa 
which side the question might be most advaa* 
tsgeouslj approached and assailed. In a bad cause, 
Ui art eoDsisied in laying his prenuses so remote- 
IB 
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Ij from the poiDt dinotlj ia ddwt^ or •)•• 'm 
temu Ki geoeral and to ipeaini^ dut the bHr- 
er, ueiiig no aODWqucaee wbwh could ba dim«B 
frma tbem, w«ijait ai wUliaj to kdmit them H 
noti but, bh pmniM* moe BdmiUed, the iluMfr 
Mratka, howerar dtnuit, foUowed H MrUin^ 
M cogCBtl;, u ioe^Ualilj, u uj demonitnlka 
ibEadid. 

All tdi eloqncDM coni'ut* in tbe apparaUlf 
deep Klf-ooQvictioD, and emphitio eanuaUM 
of bi) nuQueri the oorreipoadeot •impliBit; Md 
energf of bia ttjlei the elow and logiaal MB- 
vexion ofUt thoughtii t>d the eufcnrdUioiulf 
vhieh he openi hii VigfitM on the BtteiitiTe mufe 
ef hU hearerg. 

The Rodieiwe are neTer permitted to payM 
for a mofnent. There u no itopping to we«R 
garland! tf Sowen, to hang id teitoona, anoBd I 
farourile aTgument. On the contrary, eTsty H* 
tence i* progreuiTe; everj idea ihedi ae* li|U 
on the BDhJMt; the liiteoer ii kept peipctaril) 
in that aweetl; pleaaurable nhiation, with irhid 

ihe mind of man riwari ceacirei new truthti tk 
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Inra adnBaa b attj bat onrcBiHtlnK p^Mi th» 
w i fcje ct opc« gradnallT od tlie Tie*i until, ruing, 
m Ugh refill in (11 iu nUiie colon uid propor- 
H^M, the ■rgomait fa oHuuniiiutcd, b; the OOB- 
TN^OD of (be ddi^ted hearer. 

The loeeea of thi* gmtlemni hu rendered it 
loohtful vith WTcnl litemy ehanctera in Ihli 
naatry, vhMlxr > hi|^ fuicr be of real ate ot 
idmitage to wi.t one bat a poet. They contend, 
Oat allhoogh the moM beaatiful flighta of the 
hp[iii 1 1 fuey, intenperted through an arga< 
ment, may gire an aiulienee tbe momenCarj de> 
BgfaUiil awell tf admiration, the trannent thrill of 
drineat rapUire; jet, that they produoe no laat- 
mg eStct in rorwarding the purjiose of (he apeak- 
Oi OQ the contrary, that they brci^ the unitj 
mi diipena tlie farce of ao argumant, which, 
tfkarwiae, advanoiiig ia doae arm]', lilie th« 
phalanx td Sparta, would carry ererj tl»ng be- 
fa« h. The7 gite an inatanse in the eelebrated 
Carrsag awl pretend that liii fine fancy, Hlthoagh 
h fire*, diuoWea and e<en tranaporti hia audience 
l« a mcMMOtaiT frentj, ia a real and a fatal mb- 



i^' 
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fortune to his clienU; aa it calli off the ittentim 
•f the jitroTB from the intrinsiu and eBsentlal me- 
nu of ihc ileleacei eclipies the jiulJce of the 
ulient'i «au, in the blaze of the xiToaate'* t>- 
lentat inducea a iiuiaciDn of the goilt irhioh re- 
quirea auch a glorioni display of refulBeiioe to di- 
vert the inqairri and lUbMitalea a fraitlen abort- 
lived ecataaj, in the pUee of pernuDent and nb- 
itnntial conviction. Henoe, the; t»j, Uiat the 
client of Mr. Cnmn it, invariably, the Tictim of " 
the proaeeution, which that able and eloqoent 
adTOcate >> employed to reiiiL 

The dootrine, in the abatrasC, may be true, or, 
aa doctor Uonbty say>, it ma; not be tme; for tbs 
present, I will not trouble ;ou with the eipret- 
aioii of ray a[Hnian. I fear, however, my dev 

S , that Mr. Carran'i (aUurei may be 

traeed to a eauae very different from an; fault 
eithtr in the i^le or execution of hiienehantii^ 

defencea: a cauae but 1 am forgetting 

tlial thii letter hai yet to croaa the Atlanlio.* 

* The «n(.iiicnt,whi«hu Aiipprened,iec]iJt to wmrt^ 
terjr of Bcdfonl, Uoin, and the prince of WatE*. 
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To return to the of the Uni- 
ted States. His political advei^saries allege that he 
is a mere lawyer; that his mind has been so long 
trammeled by jadieial precedent, so long habitu- 
ated to the quart and tierce of forensic digladia- 
tion, (as doctor Johnson would probably have 
called it,) as to be unequal to the discussion of a 
great question of state. Mr. Curran, in his de- 
fence of Rowan, seems to have sanctioned the 
probalHlity oS such an effect from such a cause, 
when he complains of his own mind as having 
been narrowed and circumscribed, by a strict and 
technical inherence to established forms; but in 
the next breath, an astonishing burst of the grand- 
est thought, and a power of comprehension to 
which there seems to be no earthly limit, proves 
that his complaint, as it relates to himself, b in- 
tirely without foundation. 

Indeed, if the objection to the 

mean any thing more than that he has not had 
the same illumination and exercise in matters of 
state as if. he had devoted his life to them, I am 
nnwiltiDg to admit It, The force of a eauBon Is 
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tlie> 


mni:, ohether pdnted at n runpart oranuii 


of » 


I-, although praolioe may have made the en- 


ginee 


r more eipdrl in the one cue than in the 


othe 


60 it is dear, that practice may pye 1 


man 


a greater command over one elaat of nil»' 


jecu 


than another; but the inherent energr t£ 


Utn 




be d 


racted. From tliia impression I hu»e nemr 


teea 


auycuuetowooderUwhU-ucmtduuiu- 



venal geniui: it prorei oolf that the nun hm 
^ipUed a pOTBiful mind to the ocnuiderUkm of a 
great Tarietj' of lutgeiit^ and fujt ■ aomiiliineat 
rather to hia anpetior indmtiyt than hia at^wriof 
intellect. I am Tcry eertaiu that the geDtlcmaai 
of whom we are ipeakinK poaaenei the acHM* 
which DUgfat oODititute him a muTenal gmin^ 
according to the unial aoeeptalion of the phrate- 
But if be be the tniant, wUeh bii wannettfrieadl 
repretent Urn to be, there it reij little pnlM- 
Iiilitj ihst be will ever reach thb dittiDetioD. 

Tluak jou, my dear S that the twtt 

gentlemen, whoca I bare attempted to poitn^ 
tA yon, were, MoadiDg to the Detim of HdmiBH 
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bom *tt)i eqoi] mind^ md that iccident or eda< 
««tian hai prodoeed the Mriking difiercDM whi A 
we pcrcdre to edit betwean them? t wiih it 

were the cue; lud tlut tbe 

wcnU be pleucd to nml to ix, I7 what mxa- 
dcBt, or whtt ijitem of edoeition, be ba* le- 
qnircd bii peeii£«r laguitf ind promptitude. 
Data thb ihiU be dooe, I feir I mutt oaiader 
tbe bfpotheni of HelTettol m > iplendid toil 
Satterhig drcun. 

Bat I dre jon:— idieo, lor tlie preient, frierki 
lad |and«B of nj fonth. 




l^TTERVl 



1 HAVK Ukea a plecunt ride of liity mDM 

down the liTCr, in order, aj de«r 8 , to 

B«e the remtiai of (he Snt Engliah *ettleiaeiit la 

The site i* Terj handiome one. The rirer tt 
ihree milea broadi and, on the oppoiile ibor^ 
the country preseati > fine range of bold and 
beautiful hills. But 1 find no Tcatigei of the an- 
cient town, except the ndni of a ehunh rteeple, 
and a ilisonlered gronp of old tombttoDea. On 
one of these, ahuded by the bought of a Ii-ee, 
uboae trunk haB embraeed and grown orer the 
r<lge of the etone, and seated on the head-atone 
nfanotlicrgrave, I now addreii jou. 

What a moment for a lugubrioui medilation 
amoug the tombs! but fear not; I have neither 
llie temper nor the genim of a Hervey: and, M 
much as 1 revere hia inoo* memory, I oannot «n- 
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Tj him die potMuioa of (uah ■ gemu* and nah • 
temper. For my ova pkR, 1 waald oot hsTC *ll& 
fered (be moumTul pleuare of writing hit book, 
and doctor YoonE^ Night Thought!, for all the 
jut fame vhieh the; have both gnned hj thoea 
celebrated pRiduetioat. Hoeh rather vould I 
baTC danced, and uiiig, ud placed the fiddle 
wUh Yoriek, throi^ the wbimiical pagea of 
Triitram Shandjr; that book vhiob eieiy body 
joitljrcenaureaandadniiretBlIeniBtelj'iand *M«h 
wiH continue to be read, abuied and devoured, 
with erer freah delight, aa long as the world ihall 
leliah a jcyooa laugh, or a tear of the mnt deli- 
cioa.fecUng. 

By the by, here, on one nde, a an inEeriptiCB 
OQ a gravealone, whith uouM conttitute ao bad 
theme tor an occaiionid meititition fron Yorkk 
liimaelf. The atone, it aeemi, coien the grave of 
a man who wai bom in the ndgbbourhood of 
Ijondoo; and bii efotaph concludes (he thort and 
mdelj execnted aooouut of hi* Urth and death, 
by deelaring him to have been " a great ■inner, 
" in hopea of a jorful rciarreelicDi" at if he had 
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■inned.with naotJieriDteotian, tfatn togitebim- 
KlfaUr title to theie eiultinB hopci. But kvk- 
vaidly ind ludiorouilf w the (entimeat >• ei- 
{mued, it IB in ili meaning moit joM anil beanti- 
foli u it uknowledges the boandlen marcf of 
Uekven, ind glinoei at that dirinely ootinliDi 
prCclunBtioiii " eome nato me, all je, who are 
"weir; and heaiy-laden, and I vill fjne fou 
•' re»t.'* 

The ruin of the Ueeple u about thirty feel 
bigh, and mantled, to iU verj mmniit, with it;. 
It it difficult to look at this lenerable object, lur- 
nunded ■■ it ii with theie awful proof* of the 
mortiUt; of man, without exclaiming in the pa- 
thetic aolemnit; of our Shakapeare, 

' Tbe tHooitrnpt towen,tbe gDrEeoia palaea, 
X The loleiiiB Kmplei, the gieal eMe iBcU; 
■ Yea, all vhkk i( inherii, ikall diuolrei 



Wbenso, mj dear 5 ariiei the iirc- 

preauble reverenee and tender afi*eclion with 
vhich I look at thii broken ateeple! Ii it, that 
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mj soul, bj • secret, subtile process invests tbe 
moaldering ruin with her own powers; imagines 
it a fellow being; a renerable old man; a Nestor, 
or an Ossian, who has witnessed and survived the 
ravages of sucoesstve generations, the companions 
of his youth, and of his maturitj, and now mourns 
his own solitary and desolate condition, and hails 
their spirits in every passing doud? Whatever 
may be the cause, as I look at it, I feel my soul 
drawn forward, as by the cords, of gentlest sym- 
pathy, and involuntarily open my lips to offer con- 
solation to the drooping pile. 

Where, my S , is the busy, bustling 

crowd which landed here two hundred years ago? 
Where is Smith, that pink c€ gallantly, that 
flower of chivalry? I fancy that I can see their 
first, slow and cautious approach to the shore 
their keen and vigilant eyes, piercing the fores 
in every direction, to detect the lurking Indiar 
with his tomahawk, bow and arrow. Good He 
Yens! what an enterprise! how full of the m' 
fearful perils! and yet how intirely profitlesf 
tlw daring men who personally undertook 
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Bcbiered it! Through vhat ■ tenet of tb« D 
tpirit-chilliiig: htrdihipi, bad they to tnil! U 
often did they ant their eyet to Elogluidin v 
tnd with what delaiiTe hopet, di; after da;, 
the little, bmiahed isreir itrwa their ugfat 
ealch th« vhite tail trf comfort tad rdiefl ! 
day afiet' day, the inn Kt, and darkaeta eore 
the earth; but no tail of comfort or relief eai 
Hovoflenin the panp of hanger, uekneat, i 
tilde and diieonHdation, did thej think of L 
doD; her ihopa, her marketi eroaung under 
wdght of pleotj; heraCreeli isarming with g 
ed Doachea, bmtling baolu, vith croirdi of loi 
duket and oanmniB, with healthy, hnty eoBtt 
ed fiicet of every dBtcriptiaDi and araong th 
none more healthy or more contented, thao th 
of thdr ongratefol and improvident direotf 
Bnt DOW— where are they, all! the little, bmitl 
ookmy wbioh landed here, and the uuuiy-eola 
•nnrd of London, — where are they, niy d 

B I Gone, where there is DodiNinoti 

e(iDM|Md to the eomnura earth. Another | 
Bacatkn toeeeeded them: whiob, juat u bi 
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ttd M butttbiif m ikat which feU before it, has 
tank down into the tame nothingnesB. Another^ 
tnd fet another biUow has rolled 00, each emu- 
lating its predeeessor in height; towerbg, for ili 
moment, and emiing its foaming honours to the 
clouds; then roarings breakings and perishing ott 
the same diore. 

Is it not strange, that, fiunifiarlj' and univer- 
saUj as ^ese things are known, jret each genera- 
tion is as eager in the pursuit of iti earthly ob- 
jeets, projects its plans on a scale as eztensiye, 
and labours in their ezeention with a spirit as ar- 
dent and unrelaxing, as if this life and tliis world 
were to last for ever? It is indeed, a most bene- 
volent interpontion of Providence, that these 
palpable and just views of the vanity of human 
life are not permitted intirely toerush the spirits, 
and nnoenre the arm of industry. But at the same 
time, methinks, it would be wise in man to per- 
ttit them to have, at least, so much weight with 
him, as to prevent hb total absorption by the 
thbgs of tbit €«tb» and to point some of his 
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thoughts and his exertions, to a system of being, 
far more permanent, exalted and happy. Think 
not this reflection too solemn. It is irresistibly 
inspired by the objects around me; and, as rarely 
as it occurs, (much too rarely) it is most certain- 
ly and solemnly true, my S 

It is curious to reflect, what a nation, in the 
course pf two hundred years, has sprung up and 
flourished from the feeble, sickly germ which 
was planted here! Little did our shortsighted 
court suspect the conflict which she was prepar- 
ing for herself; the convuIsiTC throe by which her 
infant colony would in a few years burst from 
her, and start into a political importance that 
would astonish the earth. 

But Virginia, my dear S , as rapidly 

as her population and her wealth must continue 
to advance, wants one most important source 
of solid grandeur; and that, too, the animating 
soul of a republic. I mean, public spirit; that sa- 
cred amor patria which filled Crreece and Rome 
with patriots, heroes and scholan. 
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There seemB to me to be but one object throagh- 
ont the state; to grtno rich: a passion which is visi- 
ble, not only in the walks of private life, bat which 
has crept into and poisoned every public body in 
the state. Indeed, from the very genius of the 
government, by which all the public characters 
are, at short periodical elections, evolved from 
the body of the people, it cannot but happen, 
that the councils of the state must take the im- 
pulse of the private propensities of the country. 
Hence, Virginia exhibits no great public improve- 
ments; hence, in spite of her wealth, every part 
of the country manifests her sufferings, either 
from the penury of her guardians, or their want 
of that attention, and noble pride, wherewith it is 
their duty to consult her appearance. Her roads 
and highways are frequently impassable, some- 
times frightful; the very few public works which 
have been set on foot, instead of being carried on 
with spirit, are permitted to languish and pine, 
and creep feebly along, in such a manner, that 
the first part of an edifice grows gray with age^ 
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■od ilmnt tambles in raiiw, balbre tha iMt put 
ii Med from the diuti her- Uehot offlaen an 
■lUtwneil with to nviridoui, ao idgpnUf a huidf 
that if thej are not driTCa to iiibMit on root*, aid 
drink ditdi-witer, vitli old Fabriciiu, It a not for 
tlie want of repalrfieui etioaamj ia the prtdeoton 
of the >ilarie*( and, idioie all, the geaend ooltoM 
of the buman mind, that beat eore for the ariato- 
tratiD diitinetiona vhieh they profeaa to hate, that 
beat baaii ofthe aoeiat and poUtieal equali^, wUdl 
they profeu to love: thia eoltare, ioitead of be- 
oomin; a natioaal care, ii intnuled merel; to 
aueh iudividuali, u haiard, Indigeaoe, ndafbr- 
tnnea or onmeB, have foreed from their Datire 
Europe, to aeek an aijliuD and bread ia the wild* 
of America. 

Tbej baie oalj one public wminarf of lean- 
in|;: a ooUege in Williamsburg, about leTea raile* 
from thia plaeci whioh na erected in the reign of 
our William and Mar;; deriTei ita priaeipal aap- 
poit from their muuiGecnoe; an<l thereiiMv Tei7 
properly bean theii aamea Tl^ eoUtoge, ht the 
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ktdSfimM IbDy and affectation of repnblieanism, 
•r what IB yrone, in the niggardly spirit of par- 
ibnony, which thej dignify with the name of 
I eeonomy, these democrats have endowed with a 
few despicable fragments of sun^ejor^s fees, &c 
ihos oonverting their national academy into a 
mere lazaretto, and feeding its polite, scientifie 
ud highly respectable professors, like a band 
if beggars, on the scraps and crumbs that fall 
from the financial table. And, then, instead of 
aiding and energizing the police of the college, 
ky a few civil regulations, they permit their youth 
to ran riot, in all the wildness of dissipation; 
while the venerable professors are forced to look 
sn, in the deep mortification of conscious impo- 
tence, and see their care and zeal requited, by 
the rain of their pupils and the destruction of 
the seminary. 

These are points, which, at present, I can 
barely touch; when 1 have an easier seat and 
writing desk, than a grave and a tombstone, it 
t^ill giye me pleasure to diUte on them; for, it 
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wOl iflbrd ID opportonitj ofeiDHiag b the tape, 
rloritf of oar own enerf^etio miaurebj', orer tlui 
repubHcan bodr withoat > mmiL* 
For the preunt, mf dear 8 ... . ...,1 tddroa 



LETTER Vn. 

RichnMmd, October 10. 

1 HAVE been, my dear S ^ on an ex« 

cunion through the counties which lie along the 
eatteni side of the Blue Ridge. A general de- 
fcription of that country and its inhabitants may 
form Ihe subject of a future letter. For the pre* 
sent, I must entertain you with an account of a 
most singular and interesting adventure, which I 
met with, in the course of the tour. 

It was one Sunday, as I travelled through the 
county of Orange, that my eye was caught by a 
duster of horses tied near a ruinous, old, woodem 
house, in the forest, not far from the road side. 
Having frequently seen such objects before, m 
travelling through these states, I had no difficulty 
b underttan^g that this was a place of religioat 
worship. 

Devotion alone should have stopped me, t* 
join in the dutiet oiihfi ooiigregatiim} bati mmt 
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eonfcM, th*t curkni^, to hear tlie pnuAux cf 
lu^ ■ wJMernoa, wb> not the leut of my mo- 
liTei. On cnteriog, I «u atniok with hii preter* 
satnral appEnrance. He vu a till uid Tei7 ipue 
old xaani bii head, vhich wu coiered vith a 
white linen cap, hii ihriTelled handa, and Ml 
Toice, were all ihaking under the influense of a 
pabj) and a fev monienu aicertuaed to me thai 
be wai perfeetlj blind. 

The first emotjona whidi touehed mj brent, 
were thoae ef mingled pitf and Teneratinn. But 
abl aaered God! how soon were all my feeling! 
ehanged! The lips of Plato were De^er more 
wortlij d a prognostic swarm of beei, than were 
the lips of tiiia liolj man! It was s day of the ad- 
minittradon of theiHcranienti and hi* subject, of 
coarse, was the piusioD of our Sanonr. 1 had 
faeai'd (be lahjeet handled a thousand times: I 
had thanght it eibausled hing ago. little did I 
•oppose, that in the wild woodiof Anierica,Iwii 
to meet with a roan whose eloquence would giTC 
to (hii tofiio anew and more sublime pttlun, than 
I bad crer before witneised. 
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Ai he descended from the pulpit, to distribute 
the mystic symbols, there was a peculiar, a more 
than human solemnity in his air and manner^ 
which made my blood run cold, and my whole 
frame shiver. 

He then drew a picture of the sufferings of our 
SaTiour; his trial before Pilate; his ascent up Cal- 
taiy; his crucifixion; and his death. I knew the 
whole history; but never, until then, had I heard 
the circumstances so selected, so arrangeil, so 
colored! It was all new: and I seemed to have 
heard it for the first time in my life. His enunci- 
ation was so deliberate, that his voice trarabled oa 
every syllable; and every heart in the assembly 
trembled in unison. Hb peculiar phrases had 
that force of description, that the original scene 
appeared to be, at that moment, acting before our 
eyes. We saw the very faces of the Jews: the 
staring, frightful distortions of malice and rage. 
We saw the buffet: my soul kindled with a flame 
of indignation; and my hands were involuntarily 
and convnlttvely clinched. 

But when he came to touch on the patience, the 
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tDrfMng meehDCM of our Skncnn «benb«dn«, 
to the Ufe, hit btcNcd ejd BtreuninK in tetn t* 
heanoi hia Toiee breathini' to God, a kA and 
gentle pra; er of pardon on hii enemies "Father 
" forgiTe them, for they kaow not what they di^ 
— the VMce of the preiclier, wbioh had all aloaj 
faltered, grew fainter and Unter, until hia uttet^ 
anee being intirely obitrueted t^ the Gv*e of hia 
feelings, he railed hit haodkerduef to hb ejeif 
and bant into a loiul and irrepreaible flood of 
grief. The effect ii ineanoritable. The whoU 
home resoanded vlth the min^eft groani, Kmi 
Mba, and thrieki of the eongregatioB. 

It waa aonie lin>e before the tumult bad aoh- 
■Uledfiofar ■> to permit him to proceed. Indeed, 
judging bf the usual, but fillaeiaai itaiidtird of 
ni J ovn weakneta, 1 began to be lery uneaaj for 
the aituation of tliE preacher. For 1 eoold not 
loucuive, how he would be able to let hit aadt* 
eoce down from the height tO vhieh he had 
wound them, without impuiing the ademnitj 
and dignity nf his subject, or pertiapa ahooUog 
them bj the abrnptneaa of the iidl. But — ao: the 
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[ cleteent wta at beaatif hI and sabUme, ai the cle* 
i ntkm had been rapid and enthosiaitic. 

The firat aentenee, with vhieh he broke the 
\ airfol nlenoe, waa a qootatioo from Bousaeau: 
''Soeraiea died like a philoaopher^ bat Jeaua 
^Oiriat, like a God!" 

I despair of givbg yoa any idea of the effeei 
pDdiieed by this short sentence, unless yon conld 
perfeetly eonceive the whole manner of the man» 
as well as the peculiar erisis in the discourse. 
Kever before, did I completely understand what 
Demosthenes meant by laying such stress on de» 
Umery. You are to bring before you the venerable 
figure of the preacher: his blindness, constantly 
recalling to your recollection old Homer, Ossian 
sod Milton, and associating with his perform- 
aace, the melancholy grandeur of their geniuses; 
yoa are to imagine that you hear his slow, so- 
lemn, well<«ocented enunciation, and his voice of 
affecting:, trembling melody; you are to remember 
the pitch of paasion and enthusiasm to which the 
eoogregation were raised; and then, the few mi* 
antes ofportcntons, deathlike silence which reign* 
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ed thraqgliaat the hoaie: tbs pmeher n 
hi* -white hindkcrabier from hit ^ed bo 
yet vet fh>m the recent tomnt of hii la 
■I0VI7 nreteiuDg forth the pahiad hwu 
boldi it, begina the lenteDne: "3oont 
<■ like ■ phito*o|iher" — then piuaisg, nA 
other hand, preavng them both, elMped ti 
with vRTDith and ener^ to hii breait, Bl 
" B^tlea balli" to heaven, and pouring hi 
•oul into hii tremoloui voioe— " hut Jeut 
"—like a Godl" If he had been indeed 
truth an angel of light, the effect eonhl 1 
have been more divine. 

Whatever I had been able to conceire 
■obUmitfof MaoilkHiiOr the force of Booi 
had fiiUen far thert of the power which I fi 
the delirei? of thii dinple Knteaec. Tb 
which jiut before had roabed in a bnnio 
on mj brain, and, iathe videnoe and n 
mj feelinp, hail held mj whole ajraten 
penie, now ran bask into mj heart, with 
ntiOD which I cannot deaoribe: a kind < 
deilng delicioui horror! The paroiTam d 
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•d pit; and ind^tlion, to vhioh I luul been 
(nuupocted, nibaded into the deepdt telf-abue- 
menl, hamility uid adoratioa. I had jait been U- 
unted »nd diw^Ted by lympathy, for oar Sa< 
Tioor u ■ fellow Breacarei bat now, with fear ind 
trembling, I adored him u — " a Godl" 

[f this dcwriptian pre you the impreiuan, 
tkit this ineompanbU miniiter hail any thing of 
•hillov, theatrical trick in hii manner, it doei 
hiro great injuacioe. I hare never Ken, in any 
Other orator, nish an aaion of limpticity and ma- 
jerty. He ha> not a geitnre, an altitude, or ail 80- 
eeat, to vhich he does not aeem forced, by the 

Krioaa, loo earaeit, too •olicitoua, and, at Ifae 
Mue time, too dignified, to stoop to artifici.'. Al- 
tbongh ai for removed from osteiitution a; a mart 
ean be, yet it is clear from the train, the stylo 
■Bd (ubataneeofhii thonghts, that he ig, tiot only 
■ rery polite schoiar, hut a man of eiteusivu and 
prDTound erudition . I u-aa foi'dbly atniclt b kli a 
abort, yet beautiful tharscter which he I'-i^foC 
DOr learned and amiable countryman, air Kobert 
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Bi^le; lie ipoke of him, m if "his noble nund 
"Imd, eTen before death, dlTCMed herKlT ol ill 
"iofluence from his frail tabemKle of fleibi" 
and eillnl him, inhispeculiarl;' emphatic and im- 
presuTe manner, " ■ pore iateltigeDee: the link 
" betTeen men and angel*." 

Thii man haB been before my Iniagination tl- 
iQDtt erer ainee. A thouiand times, ai I rode 
along, I dropped the reioi of mj bridte, nretched 
forth in; hand, and tried to imitate hit qnotatloa 
from Itoaueau: a tbonsanil timeB I abandoned tba 
attempt in deipair, and felt peranaded that bk 
peoutiir manoerand pover aroie from an energf 
of loui, which nature could giTe, but which no 
human being could juttlj copf. In short, be 
leemi to be altogether a being of a former age, 
or of a totally diHerent nature from the rest cf 
men. Aa I resal, at thii moment, aeceral of hil 
awfully striking atlitudea, the chilling tide, with 
which my blood begins to pOuT along my arteries, 
reminds me of the emotions produced by the first 
light of Gmy's introdaetory picture of bit b*rd. 
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■* On a rock, whose haughty hrow, 
* Frowns o'er oM Conway's foaming floods 

''Robed in the saUe garb of wo, 
** With hagard eyes the poet stood; 

* (Loose his beard and hoary hair 

** streamed, like a meteor, to the troubled air.) 
" And with a poet's hand and prophet's fire^ 

* Struck the deep sorrows of his lyre." 

Cktess my Burprise, when, on my arrivBl at 
Riehmond, and mentioning the name of this man^ 
I feond not one person who had ever before heard 
ti James Waddell! Is it not strange, that such a 
genial as this, so aecomplished a scholar, so di- 
tine an orator, should be permitted to languidi 
and die in obscurity, within eighty miles of the 
metropolis of Virginia? To me it is a conclusive 
argument, either that the Virginians have no 
taste for the highest strains of the most sublime 
oratory, or that they are destitute of a much more 
important quality, the love of genuine and exalted 
religion. 

Indeed, it is too clear, my friend, that this soil 
abounds more in weeds of foreign Inrth, than in 
|ood and salabrious fruits. Among others, .the 
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noiioDi weed of infideli? hw (tnuik ■ deep, » 
faUl mot, mbA ipread iti padlendd bruidie* 
fir iroand. I feu- that oar ecocMrie wul bncifal 
coUDtt^mEn, Godwin, hu eoatributed not > little 
to water mod cheriih thii pemicioiu eiotie. There 
i* B Dorell^, > >plendor, a boldneu in hii lehenw 
of morala, pecnluilj fitted to eapUrate a f oalhfid 
knd an ardent mind. A young man fbeb bu ddi- 
(ney flittered, in the idea of being emanoipatcd 
from the old, ohiolete ind vulgar motiiea of mo- 
ral eoadus^ and acting correctly from motive* 
quite new, refined and lablimated ia the cnieiUe 
cf pure, abatncted reaaon. Un{brtaiutcl}>, ho*- 
evtr, in lhi> attempt to change the motivei oCbil 
conduet, he loees the old onei, while the new, 
^ther from Ireing (oo ethereal tnd niUime, or 
from tome otlier want of congenialitj, refuae to 
mix anil lay hold of the grau miteriala of his na- 
ture. Thui he beoomei emancipated iudeed; dii- 
cliai^^ not only from ancient and vulgar ihaoklet; 
but alio, from the modern, Sneapnn, tinaeled re- 
iCrainU of hii dirine Godwin. Hiring imbibed 
the high ipiiit of lilerarj idventare, he diidahu 
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the limits of the moral world; and adTaneing 
boldly to the throne of Cod, he questions him on 
bis dispensations, and demands the reasons of his 
laws. But the counsels of heaven are above the 
ken, not centrary to the voice, of human reason; 
and the unfortunate youth, unable to reach and 
measure them, recoils from the attempt, with 
melancholy rashness, into infidelity and deism* 
Godwin's glittering theories are on his lips. 
Utopia or Mezorania boast not of a purer moral- 
bt, in wardSf than the young Godwinian; bat 
the unbridled licentiousness of his conduct makes 
it manifest, that if Godwin's principles be true 
in the abstract, they are not fit for this system of 
things; whatever they might be in the republic 
of Plato. 

- From a life of inglorious indolence, by far too 
prevalent among the young men of this country, 
the transition is easy and natural to immorality 
and dissipation. It is at this giddy period of life^ 
when a series of dissolute courses have debauched 
the purity and innocence of the heart, shaken 
the pillars of the understandmg, and converted 
her loiiiid and wholeiome operatiOM into little 



126 THE BRITISH SPY. 

more than a set of feveiisli starts, and incoherent 
and delirious dreams; it is in such a situation that 
a newfangled theory is welcomed as an amusing 
guest, and deism is embraced as a balmy cooi* 
forter against the pangs of an offended conscienee. 
This coalitimi, once formed and habitually ooa* 
Bolidated, "farewell, a long farewell" to honoort 
genius and glory! From such a gulf of eom* 
plicated iniin, few have the energy even to at» 
tempt an escape. The moment (^ cool reflectioi^ 
which should save theih, is too big with horror to 
be endured. Eveiy plunge is deeper and deeper^ 
until the tragedy is finally wound up by a pistol 
or a halter. Do not believe that I am drawing 
from fancy: the picture is unfortunatdy true.- 
Few di*amas, indeed, have yet reached their ea« 
tastrophe; but, too many are in a rapid progress 
towards it. 

These thoughts are affecting and oppressive. I 
am glad to retreat from them, by bidding yo« 
idieu; and offering my prayers to heaven, that 
yoa may never lose the pure, the genial consola* 
tioni of unshaken faith, and an approving eoa« 
Menec. Oofie morey my dear S » adieo. 



LETTER Vnt 

Riehmond, October 15. 
JllEN of talents in this country, my dear 
S , have been generally bred to the pro- 
fession of the law: and, indeed, throughout the 
United States, I have met with few persons of 
exalted intellect, whose powers have been direct- 
ed to any other pursuit. The bar, in America, is 
the road to honour; and hence, although the pro- 
fession is graced by the most shining geniuses o& 
the continent, it is incumbered also by a melan- 
choly gfroup of young men, who hang on the rear 
of the bar, like Goethe's sable clouds in the wes- 
tern horizon. I have been told that the bar of 
Virginia was, a few years ago* pronounced by the 
supreme court of the United States, to be the 
most enlightened and able on the continent* I am 
▼eiy incompetent to decide on the merit of their 
legal aequirements; but, putting aside the par- 
Iteli^ of a Briton, I do not thbk either of the 
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gentlemen by any means so eloquent or so fitH- 
elite as our countiyman Erskine. With your per- 
mission, however, I will make you better ac- 
quainted with the few characters who lead the 
Tan of the profession. 

Mr has great personal advantages. 

A figure large and x>ortly; his features uneom- 
monly fine; his dark eyes and his whole counte- 
nance lighted up with an expression of the most 
conciliating sensibility; his attitudes dignified and 
commanding; his gesture easy and graceful; his 
voice perfect harmony; and his whole mannec 
that of an accomplished and engaging gentleman. 
1 have reason to believe that the expresdon of his 
countenance does no more than justice to his 
heart If 1 be correctly informed, his feelings are 
ex(|uisite; and the proofs of his benevolence are 
various and clear beyond the possibility of doubt 
lie has filled the highest offices in this common- 
wealth, and has very long maintained a most re- 
spectable rank in his profession. His character^ 
with the people, is that of a great lawyer and an 
eloquent speaker; and, indeed^ to manj men ef 
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disceniment and taste entertain ttus opinion^ and 
my prepossessions in his favour are so strong, on 
account of the amiable qualities of his character^ 
that I am very well disposed to doubt the accu- 
racy of my own judgment as it relates to him. 

To me, however, it seems, that his mind, as is 
often but not invariably the case, corresponds 
with his personal appearance: that is, that it is 
turned rather for ornament than for severe use: 
pomp4e, quam pugna, aptior, as Tully expresses 
it His speeches, I think, deserve the censure 
which lord Verulam pronounces on the writers 
posterior to the reformation of the church. '* Lu- 
"ther," says he, ''standmg alone, against the 
*< church of Rome, found it necessary to awake 
*'all antiquity in his behalf: this introduced the 
"study of the dead languages, a taste for the ful- 
*' ness of the Ciceronean manner; and hence the 
"still prevalent error of hunting more after 
" words than matter; and more after the choice- 
"ness of the phrase and the round and clean 
"composition of the sentence, and the sweet fall- 
"ings of the clauses, and the varying and illuf- 

f 2 
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^* tration of their works with tropes and figures, 
''than after the weight of matter, worth of sub- 
*' ject, soundness of argument, life of inventioDy 
*'or depth of judgment" 

Mr. /s temper and habits lead him 

to the swelling, stately manner of Boling^roke; 
but either from the want of promptitude and 
richness of conception, or his too sedulous eoo- 
cem and ''bunting after words,*' he does not 
muntain that manner, smoothly and happily. On 
the contrary, the spirits of his hearers, after 
baying been awakened and put into sweet and 
pleasant motion, have their tide, not unfrequent- 
ly checked, ruffled and punftilly obstructed by 
the hesitation and perplexity of the speaker. It 

certainly must demand, my dear S , a 

nund of very high powers to support the swell of 
Boling^roke, with felicity. The tones of voice, 
which naturally belong to it, keep the expecta- 
tion continually " on tiptoe;" and this must be 
gratified not only by the most oily fluency, bat 
by a course of argument dear as light, and an al- 
ternate play of imagination, ai grand and magni- 
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fieent as Henehell's danee of the sidereal system. 
The work requires to be perpetually urged for- 
ward. Ode intermptioQ in the current of the 
language, one poor thought 5r abortion of fancy, 
one Taeant ayersion of the eye or relaxation in 
the expression of face, intirely breaks and dis- 
solves the whole charm. The speaker, indeed, 
may go on and evolYe, here and there, a pretty 
thought; but the wondrous magic of the whole is 
gone for ever. 

Whether it be from any defect in the organi- 
zation of Mr .'s mind, or that his pas- 
sion for the fine dress of his thoughts is the mas- 
ter passion, which, " like Aaron's serpent swal- 
" lows up the rest," I will not undertake to de- 
cide; but perhaps it results from one of those two 
causes, that all the arguments, which I have ever 
heard from him, are defective in that important 
and most material character, the lucidua ordo, 

I have been sometimes inclined to believe, that 
a man's division of his argument would be gene- 
rally found to contiun a secret history of the dif- 
fieoltica whieh he himaelf has encountered in the 
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iDVeitigatloD of hi) nibject. I un Gnulf permuded 
tlmt the extreme proliiily of muij diaeoonn. to 
which we are doomed to liMen, U ehar^able, 
not to the fcrtilit;, but to the darknea and im- 
potcDce of the brain which prodaeea them. A 
mm, who teet hii object in B itrong light, uurdiei 
diiTctlf op la it, in ■ lig^t line, with the firm 
Uepofaiotdiert while another, reiiding in ■ lea 
illumined lonc, windera and reeti in the twilight 
of the brain, and ere he attain his object, tread* 
a maze at intricate and pei-pleiing lu that of the 
oelebnted labyrinth of Crete. 

It wu remarkable of tlie of 

the United Statei, wbom I menlioaed to jou in 
a former letter ai looking thnngb a lubject at a 
ungle glance, that he almost innriablf adzed 
one atroog point onl]', the [Mvot of the contro- 
verij: thb point be woold infbroe with all hia 
powers, never permitting hia own mind to warer 
nor obacuring thoae of hia hearera, b; a cloud of 
inferior, animpoitant coDaderatiooa. But tbii it 

itot the manner of Hr. I nupeet, that 

in the preparatDr; inTcatigatiw cf • autyaat, bt 
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guns his ground by slow and laborious grada* 
tionf; and that bis difficulties are numerous and 
embarrassing. Hence it is, perhaps, that his 
paints are generally too multifarious; and al- 
though, among the rest, he exhibits the strong 
point, its appearance is too often like that of Is- 
saehar, ** bow*d down between two burthens.** I 
take this to be a very ill-judged method. It may 
serve indeed, to make the multitude stare; but it 
frustrates th6 great purpose of the speaker. In- 
stead of giving a umple, lucid and animated view 
of a subject, it overloads, confounds and fatigues 
the listener. Instead of leaving him under the 
vivacity of clear and full conviction, it leaves him 
bewildered, darkling, asleep; and when he awakes, 
he 

<* waket, emerging ftom a tea of dreams 

*Tiimtihaoiu; where bis wrecked desponding thought, 

* IVom wave to wave of wild uncertainty 

* At random drove, her helm of reason lost." 

I ineline to believe that if there be a blemish 
in the mind of this amiable gentleman, it is th« 
want of a strong and masculine judgment* If such 
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Ji f^enthad witldeil the Kcptiti of himnder- 
lUdding, it u prenmBble, tbkt en tlu^ it *(nU 
hive eh«HJeetl hU eiutacrant foodaen fiv DteraiT 
finer]', and the too oeteatktioiu and nnlbrtDmte 
piradc of point! in hii argument, on *hichl fa*Te 
jiut EOmmented. If I may confide In the repUel 
vhich I hue heard given to him at the bar, thil 
-want at judgment ia lonietimei manirettad in ia 
(election and applkalion (^ law eaaea. But of thn 
I can jndge onlj from the triumphant air vilh 
which hiaadvernne* ime bit caae* aod «ppe«r 

He i> certainly a man of close and cMionte 
research. It would Kem to me, hoveier, mj 

dear S , (hat in order to constitute ■ 

ecieotific laH'jei\ (onietliing more ia oeeeaurT 
than the patient and pcraeTerinf' revolation of 
the leaTc* of an author. Doe* it not require a dli 
cernment inffidently clear and itroDg to e4 
tcrale (lie prindplea of each caae; a judgmel 
potent enough to digeit, emneet and ayateiE 
tiie them, and to dialingiuih at onoe, ia any 
tnre tamUiiBtiDii of cirennulaneei, thcTctyf 
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tare wliieh gives or refuses to a principle, a just 
Implication? Without such intellectual properties, 
I should conjecture (for on this subject, I can 
only conjecture) that a man could not have the 
fiur advantage and perfect command of his read> 
ing. For, in the first place, I should apprehend, 
that he would never discover the application of a 
ease, without the recurrence of all the same cir- 
eumttanoes; in the next place, that his cases 
would form a perfect chaos, a rtuUs indtgeataqne 
molet, in his brain; and lastly, that he would 
often and sometimes perhaps fatally mistake the 
identifying feature, and furnish his antagonist 
with a formidable weax>on against himself. 

But let me fly from this intangled wildemesjl, 
of which I have so little knowledge, and return 

to Mr. Although when brought to 

the standard of perfect oratory, he may be sub- 
ject to the censures which I have passed on him; 
yet it is to be acknowledged, and I make the ac- 
knowledgment with pleasure, that he is a man of 
extensive reading, a well informed lawyer, a fine 
beOeM lettret scholar, and sometimes a beautiful 
speid^er* 
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The gentlenuD vho hu been pointed (xit t» 
me ■* holding the next if not an eqiud gnAe in 

the proTeuion is Mr He is, 1 ua told, 

□pwardi of fortj yetn of nge; but hia look, I 
think, ii more juienile. At to aUture, heUiboat 
the ordinnrj height of meni hia form genteel, his 
person ngile. He ii diatingaished bj ■ quiolcDesa 
of look, a aprightl; step, and that peeoUari; jaun- 
tf air, which I have heretofore mentloBed, u 
ehai-acterixing the people of New York. It i« an 
■ir, however, which (perhapa, becanae I am a 
plain Mm of John Bull) ia not intirel? to mj 
taate. Striking, indeed, it ia; highly genteel, anil 
calculated for eclal; but then, I fear, that it mvf 
be ceniured aa being too artiheial; aa haiing, 
therefore, too little appearance of cooaexion 
with the heart) too little of thatumable aimpli- 
dty, that winning softneaa, that vital wanntbi 
which I have felt in the manner of a certain friend 

to touch hia heart. I do not mean to ceniore hii 
■enailnlity or hia virtues The remark applies 
only to the mere exterior of /Ui mannert^ aad 
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eren the eensore, which I have pronounced on 
that, is purely the result of a different taste, which 
is, at least) as prohably wrong as that of Mr. 



Indeed, my dear S .', I haye seen few 

eminent men in this or any other country, who 
have been able so far to repress the exulting pride 
of conscious talents, as put on the behaviour 
which is calculated to win the heai*ts of the peo- 
ple. I mean that behaviour, which steers between 
a lowspirited, cringing sycophancy and ostenta- 
tious condescension on the one hand, and a haugh- 
ty self importance and supercilious contempt of 
one's fellow creatures on the other; that beha- 
yiaar, in which, while a man displaya a just re- 
vpeet for his own feelings and character, he seemSy 
nerertheless, to concenter himself with the dis- 
potitioa and inclinations of the person to whom 
he speaks: in a word, that happy behaviour, in 
which Tersatility and candor, modesty and dignity^ 
are sweetly and harmoniously attempered and 
Uended. Any Englishman, but yourself, my 

8 , would easily recognize the original 

from wbioh this hitter picture is drawn. 
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Tfaif leads me off from the characte 
>......» to remark a moral defeet, whi 

seTeral times observed in this coantr 
well meaning men, having heard mu< 
hollow, ceremonious professions and hy 
grimace of coorts; disgusted with eve 
which savors of aristocratic or monarchi< 
and smitten with the love of republiea 
city and honesty; have fallen into a ru 
of depcMlment, a thousand times mor 
more intolerable and disgusting, thai 
peare's foppish lord, with his chin n< 
and pouncet box. They scorn to cone 
thoughts; and in the expression of th 
found bluntness with honesty. Their opi 
all dogmaB. It is perfectly immaterial 
what any one else may think. Nay, 
them seem to have forgotten, that oti 
think, or feel at all. In pursuit of th 
phantom, of repubHcanism,* they dash 



* This phiate if leareely esemble, even ii 
tMaMi 
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lir JoM^ Banks, givrng ehase to the emperor of 
Moroeeo^ regardleu of the sweet and tender 
bkMomtof sensibilityy vhich foil, and Ueed, and 
db Widad tkem. What an error is this, my 

ditr S ! I am frequently disposed to 

tik Miflh men, ** think you, that the stem and 
inplseable Achilles was an honester man than 
the ipentle, humane and considerate Hector? Was 
the arrogant and imperious Alexander an honest- 
er man than the meek, compassionate and amia- 
Ue Cyms? Was the proud, the rough, the surly 
Catio^ more honest than the soft, polite and deli- 
oaCe 8eipio Africanus? In short, are not honesty 
aad homaBky compatible? And what is the most 
gamninr aad captivating politeness, but humanity 
itfiaedr 
Bat to return from this digression. The quali« 

Hm, by which Mr. strikes the multi- 

tade^ are his ingenuity and his wit. But those, 
who kick more closely into the anatomy of his 
mmdf diseover many properties of much higher 
iigwa^ and importance. This gentleman, in my 
^lioiOBf uiutei in himself a greater divenity of 
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(■loUijnid uquireniGnU, tbu m^r other at ll 
Wr <rfrVirginii. He hu tbe repatation, ud 
dmbl not ■ joit one, of puHenng; mooh te{ 
•ciencc He h*9 an eiquirite utd ahigblj col 
T*Ud tute for polite litcratorei ■ gsniui qnii 
ind rertilej i itjlc pnre anil duse; a itream 
penpinaoQi and beautiful elooutjont an iagenai 
vliich DO diEKuDltiei ean inUafi^e or embam 
and a vit, wbtwe Tiv<d and brilliant corouatiat 
ean gild and decorate the dirkeit aubject. I 
ehooiei hii ground, in the Gnt initanoe, vi 
great judgmentj and when, in the progreaa of 
•aaae, an UDCipeoted erolatioa of testiiBaiif, 
intennediate deciuonB from the tiifih. h> 
beaten that ground from under bim, he poaae* 
■ happj, an astoniihing verutijit;, b; vbieh 
i* eoatded at oncr.lo take a new pouttoni with! 
appearing to have lost an atom, tither in t 
meaaure or Nabilitr ct hh bant. Thii ia ■ facial 
vhieh I have obwrred before in an inferior < 

fyeci bat Mr b to adroit, aa auperi 

Id the eieontioD of it, that in him it appean 
Mir and pieatiar talent- Hiaitatementi, Ui m 
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nitioiiBy hb argaments, are all as tranaparent aa 
the light of day. He reasons logically, and de» 
claima very handsomely. It is true, he never 
hrandishes the Olympic thunder of Homer; bat 
then he seldom, if erer, sinks beneath the chaste 
and attractive majesty of Virgil, 

fiia fanlt is, that he has not veiled his ingenuity 
irith sufficient address. Hence, I am told, that he 
is eoDsidercd as a Proteus; and the courts are 
dtspoaed to doubt their senses, even when he ap- 
pears in his proper shape. But in siMte of thia 
adverse and unpropitious distrust, Mr. ...... .'s 

popolarity is still in its flood; and he is justly eoa- 
lidered aa an honour and an ornament to his pro- 
few! on. 

Adieu! my friend, for the present. Ere long we 
may take another tour through this gallery of 
portraits, if more interesting objects do not call 
«• off. Again, my S , good night 




Talents, my dew S , wherer* 

they hnie had s luitable thekbr, h*Te nerer 
filled to emerge from obieurUy uici Mmme thdr 
proper rank in ihe eBtinution of the irorld. The 
cclcbinteil C«ro(]en ia Bind to h>*e been the te- 
nant of ■ garret. Yet from the darknea, porerty 
and ignaminj, of thia reiidenee, he adnneed to 
dialinction and wnllh, and graced the fint office* 
and titlet of oar Uland. It ie irapouiUe to ton 
STcr the ilriliah bif^rai^iy, -without being atmd: 
and charmed by the multitude of enmipondeat 
examples ■ venerable group of tuvi hominei, M 
the Domam called them: men, who, from Hn 
k)u eat deptha of obaonritj and want, and vitboot 
even the ui6uenee of a patron, have riaen to tba 
firat bonoura of tlieir country, and fbuoded their 
own bmiliea anev. In every nation, and In eTei; 
age, great lalenta, throvn furiy into the point tt 



/ 
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public ebfenrationy will ioTariablj prodaee the 
same ultimate effiect The jealous pride of power 
may attempt to repress and crush them; the base 
and mali|jpumt rancor of impotent spleen and 
caiy may strive to embarrass and retard their 
flight: but these efforts, so far from achieving 
thdr ignoble purpose, so far from producing a 
discernible obliquity in the ascent of genuine and 
ligCNTOUS talents, will serve only to increase their 
momentum and mark theur transit with an addi- 
tional stream of glory. 

When the great eari of Chatham first made 
bis ai»pearance in our house of commons, and be- 
gm to astonish and transport the British parlia- 
aenty and the British nation, by the boldness, 
tbe foree and range of his thoughts^ and the ce- 
lestial fire and pathos of his eloquence, it is well 
known, that the minister Walpole, and his bro- 
tiier Horace, (from motives very easily under- 
Hood) exerted all their wit, all their oratory, all 
their acquirements dL every description, sustained 
lad infcH^ied by the unfeeling '* insolence of of- 
**fim^ to heave a mountain on his gigantie ge- 
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lu(l% and taie it from the voM. FooF nkd p 
hM MtempM— The tables wen torned. H< 
npan-tbem hi the inq;fat lod irreaudble eaei 
Ui fankui *nd in ipile of all their codtoIii 
fra4> ponies and iiiumti he itrangled 
■nd th^ whole fartion with ai much es 
Herenle* did the aerpent miniiten tt jea 
that were aeot to audi bii infant cradle. 
ma torn orer the debate* of tbe iaj, and 
the aeeoant of thia eonBiot between joutbl 
dor and hoarjheadetl cunning and power, 
out kindling in the eauae of the tjro, and i 
ing at hi) victory? That they ahould ha 
Umpted to pata ofT the grand, yet lolid ani 
eioaa operationa of a mind like hi*, aa being 
theatrieal atart and emotion; the |^dj, 
brained ecientrieitiea of a romantic boj'. 
they ahould have had the preauraplion U 
pOK themaelTca capable of chaining down 
floor nf the pariiinient, a gcniui ao etb 
towering, and lublimet Wliy did they not, 
next breath by uay of erouning t)ie clio 
famty, bid the magnificent fireball to d( 
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ts exalted and appropriate region, and pef- 

its splendid tour along the surface of the 

• 

len the son of this great man too^ oiu* pre- 
nunister, and his eompeer and rival, oar 
, first ccMnmeneed their political career, the 
■ papers teemed with strictures on their re- 
we talents: the first was censured as being 
J a dry and even a flimsy reasoner; the last 
igmatized as an empty declaimer. But er- 
id misnepresentation soon expire, and are 

3 a beautiful note in Darwin^s Botanic Garden, in 
the Mrriter saggeats tbe probabilitf of tbree concen- 
ata of our atmosphere, in which, or betweeji then^ 
oduced four kinds of meteors: in the lowest, the 
n lightning; in the next, shooting stars; and tbe 
; region, which he supposes to consist of inflammable 
ifbki lighter than the common atmospheric air, he 
the theatre of the northern light, and fireball or 
'oians. He recites the history of one of the latter, 
the year 1758, which was estimated to have been a 
id an half in circumference; to have bei'n one hunp 
lilei high; and to have moved towards the north, 
miles in a second. It had a real tail, many niilefl 
hich threw olf sparks in its course; and the whole 
Ml with a sound like that of distant thunder* Bot* 
I, pan I. note 1. 

G 
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forgotten; while truth rises upon their ruins, and 
^ flourishes in eternal youth." Thus, the false, 
the light, fugaeious newspaper critieisms, which 
attempted to dissect and censure the arrangement 
of those gentlemen's talents, have heenkxig sinoo 
swept away by the besom of oblivion. They want* 
•d truth, that soul, which alone can secure im- 
mortaUty to any literary work. And Mr. Pitt and 
Mr. Fox have for many years been reciprocally 
and alternately recognised, just as their subject 
demands it, either as close and cogent reasooers, 
or as beautiful and superb rhetoricians. 

Talents, therefore, which are before the pub* 
lie, have nothing to dread, either from the jealous 
pride of power, or from the tranaent misrepre*. 
sentations of party, spleen, or envy. In spite of 
opposition from any cause, the buoyant spirit 
will lifl them to their proper grade: it would be 
unjust tliat it should lift them higher. 

It is true, there always are, and always will be, 
in every society, individuals, who will fancy them- 
selves examples of genius overlooked, underrated, 
or invidiously oppressed. But the misfiDrtune oT 
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toeh penons ie impatable to their own Tanitj^ 
and not to tiie pablie opinion, wbieh has weighed 
and graduated them. 

We remember many of oar schoolmates, whose 
geniases bloomed and died within the walls 
Ahna Materg but whose bodies still live, the 
moving monuments of departed splendor, the 
animated and affecting remembrancers of the ex- 
treme fragilitj of the human intellect. We re- 
member others, who have entered on public lifej 
with the most exulting promise; have flown ivom. 
the earth, like rockets; and, after a short and 
brilliant flight, have bursted with one or two ex- 
plosions — to blaze no more. Others, by a few pre- 
mature scintillations of thought, have led them- 
selves and their partial friends to hope that \\kef 
were fast advancing to a dawn of soft and beaute- 
ous light, and a meridian of bright and goi*geou8 
effulgence; but their day has never yet broken^ 
and never will it break. They are doomed for 
ever to that dim, crepuscular light, which sur- 
rounds the frozen poles, when the sun has re- 
treated to the opposite circle of the heavens. 
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"niein it (he eteniil gliniineriDg of the br^l 
Mid Uidr nan luminout dnpUji are the faiat 
twiakliDp of the glowworm. We hive •ten othen, 
vboy >t their atart, f^n a cuual prqieetiLilj, which 
^uiea them ■ttoie their proper pvdej but, b; the 
joit operatiOD of th^r ipedfie gniritj, they iire 
made to Mibiide again, and lettle ultimately in the 
■phere to which thej properij Iieking. 

All theie sharacten, and maay othen who 
baie had eien slighter bam fw their once um- 
guine, bat now blaated bopea, ftorm a qoeruloat 
and mel>nchol]i band of moonUmck deelumer* 
againit the injuitiee of the world, the agenoy of 
eavj, the force nf destiny, Gee. charging (heir 
miabrtune on eTery tlung but the trae eauae: 
their own want of intrinaie, Merling merit: their 
want nf that copioua, perennial apring of grvat 
■ikI Dieful thougfal; without which a maa maf 
hope in Tain for growing reputation. Nor are 
they alwayi aalialied wilh wwUng iheir owu de»- 
tinj, pouring out the Utterrat imprecationa of 
their louli on the cruel stara whieh preaided at 
Ibeir birth, and aiperaing the jiutice of the piA- 
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111 opinion which has scaled them: too often m the 
contortions and pangs of disappointed ambition, 
they cast a scowling eje over the world of man; 
■tart back and blanch at the lustre of superior 
merit; and exert all the diabolical incantations dft 
their black art, to conjure up an impervious va- 
for, in order to shroud its gloiies from the world. 
But it is all in vain. In spite of eveiy thing, the 
public opinion will finally do justice to us all. 
The man who comes fairly before the worlds 
and who possesses the great and vigorous ttamina 
which intitle him to a nich in the temple of glo- 
ry, has no reason to dread the ultimate result; 
however slow his progress may be, he will in the 
end most indubitably receive that distinction. 
While the rest, " the swallows of science," the 
butterflies of genius, may flutter for their spring; 
but they will soon pass away and be remembered 
no more. No enterprising man, therefore, (and 
least of all, the truly great man) has reason to 
droop or repine at any efforts which he may sup* 
pose to be made with the view to depress him; 
iiace he may rely on the unlTenal and unchangifli 
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tnithi that tdenU, wUch aic before tbe wOriOi 
will mwt tBcriUblf find Ibor proper UtgI; aiul 
tbi* >■> oertuDlf, kll that > joat mu ibonld de- 
an. Let, (hen, the tempat of enTy or of nuUaa 
bowl irounil him. Hb geniui vill oonieente Un: 
Aod «Qj attempt to extinguith that, vilL be u iui> 
aiiiUng, u would a humui effort "to queniditb* 
" lUrt." 

I h*Te been led Arther into thete rcBeetiOM 
thin 1 had antidpated. The train wai ttarted bf 
outing mj ejet orcr Virginia; obierving tbe vtrf 
few who have advanced on the theatre of pubUa 
obserration, and the veiy manj who will retoaia 
Ibr erer behind the •eenet. 

What frequent inMaueea of hi^, native geniui 
hare I leen ipnagiag in the wildemcnea of Ihii 
eountrj; geniiu, whoae blOHOmi, the light of ad* 
en«e has never eourted into eipeiiBOQ; genial, 
whish ii doooied to fall and <£e, far from the »>• 
Ike and the haunta of men! How often, ai I ha*a 
held mj wa; thraagh the westeni IbreMi of tlua 
atate, and refleated on the Tigorooi ahooti of an- 

perioi intelleati which ven ftwcwg and peiiih- 
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iDf there for the want of eultare; how often have 
I reealled the moment, when oar pathetic Gray, 
redinuig under the mouldering elm of his conn- 
fay church yard, while the sigh of genial sympa- 
tiij broke from h\a heart, and the tear of noble 
ptj started in his eye, exclaimed 

* Perfaapt, in this neglected ipot is laid 

" Some heart once pregnant with celestial fire, 
' Hands that the rod of empire might have swayM, 
" Or wak*d to ecstasy the living Ijrre* 

*fiat knowledge to their eyes, her ample page, 
'* Rich with the spoils of time, did ne^er unroll; 

* Chill penury repressM their noble rage, 

* And ftoze the genial current of their soul. 

** Fall many a gem of purest ray serene, 
** The dark, un&thom'd caves of ocean beai^ 

** Full many a flower is bom to blusli unseen, 
** And waste its sweetness on the desert air. 

** Some viUage Hampden, that, with dauntless breas^ 
*• The little tyrant of his fields withstood; 

** Some mute, inglorious Milton, here may rest; 
** Some Cromwell, guiltless of his eountry^s Uood. 

* Th* applause of fist*ning senates to command, 

* The threats of pain and ruin to despise, 
To scatter plenty o*er a smiling land, 

•* And read their hlHory in a fMUnU eye9, 
^TleirlotfinlMMie.'*- 
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The heut of ■ philuithroptrt, no matter la 
what eountr]' or what form of goTenuueut he 
■0*7 belong, inunediatelj inqoirei, '* And ii Ihei* . 
" DO mode to prevent Chii melaneholj »a*te of 
'■talenU? ■■ there no mode bj wluob the njt of 
*■ Kience might be so difliued orer the Race, ai 
" to call fdrth each latent bud into life and liunii- 
" ince!" There iatucha mode: and what rendet* 
the legiilature of thu atate itill more iaeiouaabl^ 
the pUn bf vUehtheaeimportMntporpoBO migbl 
he effected, haa been drawn out and faai lain by 
them for neai4} tbirtj yeara. The deelaratiou of 
the independence of thii commonvealth *aa 
made in the mouth of May, 1776.' In thebll«{ 

"act of aaaembly" «u made, prondiog that k 
committee of Eve persooi ahould be appointed lo 
I'rcpare a code of Uwa, adapted to the change df 

* Thii >• a &n which the puWc Janmiib of the lOla 
tKabHili htyitad taat zv r myi aldiou^ the iefal pnoBA 

public uLi at' Viiginia m 
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the state gOTemment. This oode was to be sub- 
nutted to the legislature of the country, and to 
be ratified or rejected by their suffrage. 

In the ensuing November, by a resolution of 
the same legislature, Thomas Jefferson, Edmund 
Pendleton, George Wythe, George Mason, and 
Thomas Ludwell Lee, esquires, were appointed 
a committee to execute the work in question. It 
was prepared by the three first named gentle- 
men; the first of them, now the president of the 
United States; the second, the president of the 
supreme oourt of appeals of Virginia; and the 
third, the judge of the high court of chancery, at 
this place. 

I have perused this system of state police, with 
admiration. It is evidently the work of minds of 
most astonishing greatness; capable, at once, of a, 
grand, profound and comprehensive survey of the 
present and future interest and glory of the whole 
state; and of pursuing that interest and glory 
through all the remote and minute ramificationa 
of the most e\teiisivo and eiitbot-ate detail. 

Among other v^ise and highly patriotic hffh 

Q2 
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:, for 



geneAl dUfuiioa of knovLedge. Aftera p 
in whieh the importance of the aubjeet I 
publieu moitably and eloqaenClj' Ruooa 
bill propoKI ■ simple Bod beautiful 
whereby Hienoe (Kke jaitice under th 
(ioua of our Alfred) vould have been 
" to evei^ man*! door." Geniua, inttead 
to break iti way throogh die tbick (q>pOBi 
oTaatire abaoority, indigence and ignon 
to be aoaght for through etery family in 
nuinweilch; the lacred ipark, «herev< 
detected, wia to he teaderiy eheriabed, 
fanned into a flame; ita innate propcrtiei 
denciet were to be dereloped and exam 
then caaliously and judidontly ioTeUei 
the aniiliary energy and radiance of ' 
character wai luaeeptible. 

What a plan waa here Co |^Te atabilily 
glory to the republic! If yon aak me i 
never been adopted, I aoawer, that, aa 



}t Uiat the ooi 



oaaible n 
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pfttriotisiB} which produced the bill, have not pre- 
Tailed throughout the country, nor presided in 
the body on whose vote the adoption of the bill 
depended. I have new reason to remai^k it, al- 
most every day, that there is throughout Vir- 
ginia, a most deplorable destitution of public spi- 
rit, of the noble pride and love of country. Un- 
less the body of the people can be awakened 
from this fatal apathy; anless their thoughts and 
their feelings can be urged beyond the narrow 
sonfines of their own private affairs; unless they 
can be strongly inspured with the public zeal, the 
amor patrioe of the ancient republics, the national 
embellishment, and the national grandeur of tliis 
opulent state, must be reserved for veiy distant 
ages. 

Adieu, my S ; perhaps you will hejir 

firom me again before I leave Riebmoad. 



ITROM THE VIRGINIA GAZETTE^ 

AN APOLOGY 

IN REPLY TO A HINT. 

X HE letters of the British Spy were furnished 
to amuse the citizens of the town and oountry; 
and not to gire pain to any one human heing. Ae- 
oordingly, notlung has been said in eensure of the 
intregrity« the philanthropy, the benevolence, eha* 
rity, or any other moral or religious virtue or 
grace of any one Virginian, who has been intro- 
duced into those letters. Nothing indeed eould 
be justly said on those heads, in censure of either 
of the gentlemen. It is true, that some letters 
have been published, which hare attempted to 
analyze the minds of three or four well known 
citizens of this state, and in order to designate 
them more particularly, a description of the per- 
9on and manner of each gentleman was given. 
This hai been called ^'tfafowing stones at other 
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*' people's glass houses,** and tlie p<9riltm ytkio hai 
communicated those letters (gcitnitously styled 
their '* author^') is politely renuaded that he him* 
self resides "in a glass house.** 

If this be correctly understood, it implies a 

threat of rettiUtUion; but all that the laws of re- 

iaHation could justify, would be to amuse the 

town and country with a descripdon of the per* 

ton, nuumtr and ndnd of the author (as he k 

called) of the British Spy. He fears, however, 

that it would puzzle the hinter, whatever his 

genius may be, to render so barren a subject in* 

teresting and amusing to the public; and he would 

be much obliged to the hinter if he could make it 

appear that he (the furnisher of the letters) de« 

serves to be drawn into c<miparison, either as ta 

pertoni manner, or mind, with any one of the 

gentleman delineated by the British Spy. As to 

hu person, indeed, he is less solicitous; the de« 

fects of that were imposed on him by nature; 

and there is no principle better established than 

this general principle of eternal truth and justice, 

that no msD ought to be censured for oontingen- 
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ci« OTcr vliieh he had nocontroL A) tohUmui> 
Her, he hu u little objection to a pobUe desorip- 
tkm of that » his penon. 

To BSTe the trouble of olhen, hoveier, he n- 
Unquuhe) all pretenaiotii eidier to the Mrikir^ 
deganoe vhieh is oalcalaled to exdte admiratioa 
kbA reipect, or to the coDoiUatiiiE gntee uid vital 
varmth which are qualified to gun enthuiiaatie 
(tiends. Hii mannEr ia iirabablj nieh a* woald 
be produecd, DiaetlineB out of ten, by the initio 
education to whith he waa expoaed. 

As to hia mind, it ii almost aodi u nitoM 
made it. He eannot hoart with Gnj, that "lei- 
"enoe frowned not on hii bumble tMrth." But 
what of this? A man ma; lerf aeeoratelj- anato- 
mize the powers of a nund lar superior to hit 
own. It is not improbable that Ztnlus* eritioisini 
oF Homer were juiti since every nod oS Homer'* 
waa ■ fair aubjeot of oritiiiism. Tet who will sup- 
pose that Zdlus could hiTc prodaeed snah awixk 
*a the lliadf It is impossible to rcBd Dennis's tri- 
tiums of Addiion'i Calo without being fordblj 
^tivck with their joitice, uut woadaring lh(t 
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tbey hare never before occurred to oarselves. 
Tet there is no man, who will therefore pro- 
■cmnce the genios of Dennis equal to that of Ad- 
dison. These fiicts are so palpable and so well 
■iderstood* that the person who furnished the 
ktten of the British Spj (even if he had been 
tlieir author) could scarcely have had the pre- 
somptbn to suppose, nor, I trust, the injustice 
to desire, that the public would pronounce bis 
mind free from the defects, much less indued 
ipth the energies and beauties of those which he 
criticises. 

But where is the harm which has been done? 
Who are the gentlemen introduced into the 
British Spy? Are they young men just emerging 
into notice, and concerning whom the public have 
yet to form an opinion? Far from it. They are 
gentlemen, who have long been, and who still 
are displaying themselves in the very centir of 
the circle of general observation. They have not 
hid their light under a busheL Their city is built 
on a high hill. There is not a feature of their 
persons, nor a quality of their mind or manner. 
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uliich Ii» not been long and well k 
marked, conimcnted oil, critieiaed, 
reiterated i thouund and ten tb<M 
ernj oircle and evety nomer of tb< 
Wal it in the power, then, of u 
■n uuwj Diou) and fugitire newipapi 
uther to injure or aerie gentleme 
■a eileniiTclj known! On the eonl 
remarka were untrue, they would 
ouily anil infallibly Dorreeted by t 
nion and knowledge of the aubji 
mirkg were tnie, they would add i 
the public opinion and the publi 
Thinking thus, nothing was more 
(torn the eipeetation or wish of th 
fau fumiahed the preia with the 
Bri^ Spy, than that he wu abo 



gg.' 



lb the 1 



inflict a 



he hare expected or wiahed any ii 
•ould not hare bem actuated by re 
Dcitber of thoae gentlemen hare e 
Ilk injnij. He oould not have be 
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imomd interest; since his eonseioas inferioritTj 
as well as the nature of his pursuits, remove him 
lu* from the possibility of being ever brought in- 
to eollisioD with either of those gentlemen. He 
«»ld not have been impelled by diabolical enry, 
«r the malicious agony of blasted ambition; since 
kb country has already distinguished him far^ 
▼ery far, beyond his desert. And of the malevo- 
lence of heart which could intentionally do a 
wicked, a wanton and unprovoked injury, he is 
persuaded that either of the gentlemen, if they 
knew him, would most freely and cheerfully aCr 
^t him. 

If he be asked why he published the letters 
describing those characters? He answers. 

First, for the same reason that he would, if he 
could, present to the town, a set of li^^jjjfcape 
paintings, representing all the lovely 
which belong to their beautiful ci^; U 
them with the amusement and pleasure, which 
arise from surveying an accurate picture of a' well 
known original: and this impUeSi that he coald not 
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liavc believed himaeir, sililing net 
tk> to the originula thtm&elvea, 

8r«0(kdl;, he hO[>eil that the i 
miwelbmeaiu remarlu, uhieh wer 
th« dcMription of thoae characten 
without their lue, to the manjr 
toco «ha*re growing up in Virgin 

If the letten of the Britiah Spj 
yond theie purpo«e« if they h«« 
the geixtlemen deHribed; (for u 
an iDJarj, iti>,eertiiiiil7,outorthe' 
i* no iDBii in the soramunitj dit| 
it, more •enaiblf, Uibd the nun 
thote letter* for pablicadoa. 

But while bonourand juitlce eon 
of thii artide to give thete expluial 
dkese aekuowledgmenti to the gei 
4i>telr interated, he begi be mi 
derad a* deteendtng to the oieani 
mercy on hii own " glaM houie." 
17, the penoo, who hu pahliihed 
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n Bocm M he pleases. He can scarcely point oat 
one defect in the person, manner, or mind of this 
vriter, of which he is not already conscious. And 
if be meant by his menace any thing more; if he 
Beaut to maiMiate a suspicion to the public, that 
Ike honesty, integrity, or moral purity, of the 
Ban who furnished the letters of the British 
Spy for poblicatioo, are assailable on any ground 
of truth; if such was his intention, he has intend- 
ed an injury, at which this writer laughs in proud 
security: an injury, for which his own heart, if it 
be a good one, will not forgive him so soon, &• 
will the heart of the man whom he has attempted 
to injure. 

The writer of this article tenders in return this 
bint to the hinter: that before he commences hb 
hostile operations, he will be sure of his man. At 
to the person who really did furnish the British 
Spy— the 6nger of conjecture has been eirone- 
oosly pointed at several who reside in this state* 
It would be unjust and barbarous to punish the 
innocent for the guilty, if guilt eao be joitly 
Charged on the British Spy. 



LETTER X. 

Richmdod, DeMnl 

JlN cme ef my late rides into the lurrc 
eonntry, I stopped at a little inn to refre 
self and roj horse; and, as the landlord ^ 
ther a Boniface, nor ** mine host of the g 
I called for a book, by way of killing time 
the preparations for my repast were goi 
vard. He brooght me a shattered fragi 
the second volume of the Spectator, which 
me was the only book in the house, for ** 
^ wet troubled his head about reading;" 
way of conclusive proof, he farther inform 
that this fragment, the only book in the 
had been sleeping unmolested in the dus 
mantleiMece, for ten or fifteen years. 1 co 
meet my Yenerable countryman, in a 
land, and in this humiliating plight, nor 
the inhuman and gothic contempt with w 
lud been treated, without the liyeliest « 
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St 1 read my host a lecture on the robjeot, to 
vhich he appeared to pay as little atteotioD, at 
lie had before done to the Spectator, and, -with 
ibe Hmgfroid of a Dutchman, answered me in 
die eant of the country, that he "had other fish 
"to fiy/' and left me. 

It had been so long since I had had an oppor- 
tunity of opening that agreeable collection, that 
the few numbers, which were now before me, 
appeared almost intirely new; and I cannot de« 
ieifte to you, the avidity and delight, with which 
I deToored those beautiful and interesting spe- 
culations. 

Is it not strange, wj dear S , that such 

:* work sliouUI have ever lost an inch of ground? 
A style so sweet and simple, and yet so orna- 
mented! a temper so benevolent, so cheerful, so 
exhilarating! a body of knowledge, and of ori- 
pnal thought, so immense and various! so striking- 
ly jost, 10 universally useful! What person, of any 
age; sex, temper, calling, or pursuit, can possibly 
converse with the Spectator, without being em- 
of Immediate improTement? 




10* 
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To the aplcen, he ii u perpetu 
UBng m intklote, *i be it to igno 
monlitj. Ko raMter lor the dbpoi 
in wiieh joa take him upi jou esl 
■long, the happj tone of Bpiriti ■ 
throoghoat the work; jrou amile at 
M the drollery, feel your mind enti 
heart opened, Mflrned and relini 
}oa lay him dovn, you are anre to 
bnmour, hoth with youraelf and ei 
I hare never mentiimed the aubjei 
of the Spectator, who did not admi 

tnoeB, of earea and sorrows and gi 
what a prize would tbia eolleetlon 
rightl; eatimatedl 

Were I the lovereipi of a oatioi 
the Engliah lan^age, and wiahei 
•heerful, itirtuona and enlighteoecl 
nUh erecj poor bniilj in my doim 
that the rich furniihed themaelves] 
of the Bpectitor; and ordain that 
•hildien ihouhl read four or five nt 
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•veiy n^lrt in the year. For one of the peculiar 
perfections of the work is, that while it eontunt 
laeh a mast of ancient and moclern learning, so 
Bnch <^ pr<^ound wisdom, and of beautiful com- 
f^OMtion, jet there m scarcely a number through- 
out the eight volumes, which is not level to the 
■leanest capacity. Another perfection is, that the 
Spectator will never become tiresome to any 
one whose taste and whose heart remain un-i 
eornipted. 

I do not mean that this author, should be read 
to the exclusion of others; much less that he 
diould stand in the way of the generous pursuit 
•f seience, or intennipt the discharge of social or 
private duties. All the counsels of the wm'k it- 
self have a directly reverse tendency. It furnishes 
a store of the clearest argument, and of the most 
amiable and captivaUng exhoitations, *' to raise 
* the genius, and to mend the heart." I regret^ 
enly, that such a book should be thrown by, and 
almost intirely forgotten, while the gilded blas- 
phemies of infidels, and << the noontide trances** 
of pernicious theorists, are hailed with rapturej 
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■wl echoed ■raaod the world. For iaBb,IaliWdi 
be pleated ta *ee the SpeetKtor DiuTemll; lub- 
Hitotedj tnd, throwing oat of the qOMtion ill 
moratitr, it! litenty infbrmmtHHi, its swecti; oon- 
tagiout ■erenitf , and the pure and chute beantiea 
of it* ityle; and eoniidering it merelj m a curi- 
olitj, M coaoentering the brilliant sporta of the 
GneM cluster of geniuaes, that eier gtseed the 
eartll, it lurel; deaerrei perpetual attentioa, re- 
There ia, methinks, mj S , a great 

Euilt to the world, a> it reapecta thia labjeet: > 
giddj inalabili^, a Ught end Buttei-ing vanlt)', ■ 
prurient kinging after noreltT, an impatience, 
* dbguU, a fiialidiDus contempt of every thing 
that ia old. You will not undentaod me aa sen- 
auring the pragreu of aound aiueDee. 1 am not >o 
infatuated an antiquarian, otv lo poor a philan- 
thropist, aa to aeelc to reUrd the eipannon of 
the human mind. But 1 lament the eternal ob- 
livion, into which our old anthora, thoae gianti of 
literature, are permitted to dnk, while the worid 
alsnda opeH^ejed and open-mouthed to catch 



It 
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den, tbaeled abortloDy m it ^Dt firam 
In the polite eireles of AmerioAy for in* 
Tfampt there is no wmnt of taste and ena 
etters. I have seen sereral gentlemeo» 
ear to haTo an aeenrat^ a miniite afl- 
e witii 1h.e whole range of Uteratore^ Ia 
t state of improrement: yet* 7011 will te 
to hear, that I haye not met with moie 
r two persons in this eoiinti7« who hiif* 
the works of Baeon or of Bojle. Thaj 
saunter in the upper story, snstafaied aid 
IS it is, with the deUeate proportiooi^ fliA 
d flourishes of the Corinthian orderi boC 
lin to malce any aeqoamtanee, or hoM 
m at all, with the Tuscan and .Dotto 
and strength, which base and toppoit 
! edifice. 

ird Yerulam, when he is eonsidered at 
r of experimental phileiflpliys aa tte 
, whose vigor battered down the idcB* 
sras oUAristotle, together with all tfb 
t and immeasurable wcba of the bnli^ 
d hung upoQ thflDi bf Qm 

H 
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dreamers of the schools; as the hero who not onl 
rescued and redeemed the world from all th 
^bffkncts, jargon^ perplexity and error; but, froi 
ihit itarea of hit own great mindy poiiMd n flo( 
€f light upon the earth, straightened th* de^oi 
paths of seienee, and planned the whole paradia 
whieK we now find so foil of fragrance, beenl 
and grandeur; when he is considered, I mjt i 
Ihete points of new, I am aslooished that literal 
gentlemen do not court his acquaintance, if n< 
through reference, at least through curioail; 
The person who does so will find every peric 
filled with pore and solid golden bullion: thi 
%aUion, whieh scTeral much admired poaterk 
writers have merely moulded into various form 
or beaten mtoleaf, and taught to spread its floa 
Sng splendors to the sun. 

This insatiahle palate for novdty, which I hai 
mentioned, has had a veiy striking effect on th 
atyle of modem productions. The plain languni 
«f easy Gonveraatioa wiU nokmgitdo. The write 
who contends for fome, or even for truth, 
•eUigedtoeoiiMilt the reigning lute of the dK 
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HeBM, too often, in opporition to hit own jod. 
ment, he ia led to ineuml)er hia ideu <vith ■ go 
fetat kHd of ornunenti; and whan he wool 
preient to the pablie ■ body til pore, latMtMitl 
■nd mefnl tliought, he findi Unuelf ootMtruM 
to tncruM and liurj iti DtiKt; vitliin ■ duxclii 
caie; to ooiiT«rt ■ feait of reuon into ■ eonee 
et •oondi: a rich intelleotnal boon into a nMi 
txmquet of variegated pinka and blaiMnK me 
In tua turn he contribntea to eatabibb and aprea 
vider the prcTenion of the pahUe taatei and tha 
on a prindiile reacmbling that of Mlion and rek 
tioo, the author and the pabiis reeiprooate the h 
Jacyi jmtaa. In the licentioaa reign cf oar Cbarii 
the 11, the dramatiat and hli audjenee irere iroi 
to poiaoD eaeb other*! niorala. 

A hiitoiy of itjle would indeed be a eurioi 
and a highly intereating one: I mean a philw 
pbieal, at veil at a chronoiogioal hiatorji m 
which, beaidea maAing the gradathnt, shanp 
■nd flaetaatioaa eihildted in the itfie tt dUTtt 
tat agea and different eoonlriei, thoold open tfa 
ngidir or t m fc ueu t eaaaei «f idl tbMe gnd 
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lions, changes and fluctuations. I should be par^ 
ticularly pleased to see a learned and penetrating 
mind emplojed on the qnestiony Whether the 
gradual adornment, which we observe in a na» 
tion't ftyle, reaalt from the progress of science; or 
whether there be an in&ncy, a yoath, and a 
manhood, in a nation's sensibility, which rising in 
a distant age, like a newborn billow, rolls on 
through succeeding generations, with accama- 
lating height and force, and bears along with it 
the concurrent expression of that sensibility, un« 
til they both swell and tower into the sublime^ 
and sometimes break into the bathot. 

The historical facts, as well as the metaphysi- 
cal consideration of the subject, perplex these 
questions extremely; and, as sir Roger De Cover- 
ley says, '*mach may be said on both sides." 
For the present, I shall say nothing on either; 
except that from some of Mr. Blair's remarks, it 
would seem that neither of those hypotheses will 
solve the phenomenon befinre us. If I remember 
his opinion correctly, the most sublime style is to 
\fi sought in aatate of nature; w^d» anterior t^ 
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(he exiBtenee of science, the scantiness of a lan- 
l^age forces a people to notice the points of re" 
semblance between the great natural objects with 
which they are surrounded; to apply to one the 
terms which belong to another, and thus, by com* 
pulsion, to rise at once into simile and metaphor, 
and launch into all the boldness of trope and fi- 
gure. If this be true, it would seem that the pro- 
gress of a civilized nation towards sublimity of 
style is perfectly a retrograde manoeuyre: that is^ 
that they will be sublime according to the near- 
ness of their approach to the primeyal state of 
nature. 

This is a curious and, to me, a bewitching snh- 
ject. But it leads to a volume of thought, which 
b not to be condensed in a letter. I will remark 
only one extraordinary fact as it relates to style. 
The Augustan age is pronounced by some critics 
to have furnished the finest models of style, em- 
bellished to the highest endurable point: and of 
this, Cicero is always adduced as the most illaf- 
iriouB example. Yet it is remarkable, that seventy 
or eighty yean afterwards, when the Roman 
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Ujie bad beaome mnek more Inxoritnt, aad «■» 
dcnmuieed hj the eritie* of tbe da;^ •• haTinfF 
tmucended the Dmit* of genuine onuunents 
PHnf the TOOnger, ia ■ letter to t friend, tboaght 
it UBBemtTj to raiter into > fornul TiDdieatiun tM 
three or foor meUphon, which he had lued in an 
oratSon, and wUeh had been eenaarcd id Bam« 
for thdr extnTapnaei bat nhkh, bj the lide t£ 
the meaneM of Comn'i flgom, woold be poor^ 
insipid and OaL Tet who will «7 that Coitm'* 
■tyle hai gone liqiaid the point of enduramwl 
Who ia not pimed with iti pvi^! Who i* not 
raTiahed bj ita lubGmitjl 

In BngUnd, how nde b the obaDS between 
the Mjle oT lord VeniUm and that of Edmund 
Burke, or Mlatoah'i iutFoductioa to liii Via^ 
OieU GalUcaJ That tf the Gnt ii the plaia 
drew of a Quaket^ Hot of the two lait, the nuc- 
nifioeat pBrnpheraalia of Looia XIT of Franee. 
tn lord Venilam'a daj, his (tjie wai diitiaguiahed 
f«r it* Niperiw oniaiaeuti and in thia reapMt, it 
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•>M ihoQgbt impossible to Burtan it. T«t Mn 
Borke, Mr. M'IntDsh, and the other/ne wrilew 
of the preaent age, hate, bj contrait, reduced 
lord Tcrulam'i flower Burden to tho appearanca 
OTa liniple colinaiy aqnare. 

Perhnpa it ii for thii reuon, snd becaage, ai 
700 Icnow, I BID an epicure, tbat I am vtij much. 
faurened bj lord Verabun'i manner. Ii ii in* 
i^t6 a moat agreeatde re&ef to my miod to tiini. 
bom the atatelj and daizlioK riiapaadiei of the 
daj, and eonTem iritb tlui pivn and aeniible old 
tentlEmu. To me hii atjrie ia grad^iag on ma- 
nj aeooontxi and there ia tbii adTintige la bimi 
OM. inatead of tuTiog three or four ideu rolled 
orer and over and over agno, like the Tantaitia 
cToladoiiI and ererehangtag ihapea of the tame 
•DD-embraidered eload, joo gain aew material!, 
new information at erer? breath. 

Sir Bobert Boyle ia, in my cfinlon, •notber 
■nthor of the lame dcaeriptkn, and therefore am 
cqoal, if not a hlglier EaTonriU with me. In point 
cfotnament, be ti&e firat grade inthemi^tj 
fptee (tbimili thfl whole of wUehllwEndatieM 
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may be distinctly traced) between Bacon and 
Burke. Yet he has no redundant verbiage; hai 
about him a perfectly patriarchal simplicity; and 
cTciy period is pregnant with matter. He has ihit 
advantage too over Iqrd Veralam: that he nol 
only investigates all the subjects which are calcu- 
lated to try the deamess, the force and the com- 
prehension of the human intellect: he introduces 
others also, in handling of which he shows thft 
masterly power with which he could touch the 
keys of the heart, and awaken all the tones of 
sensibility which belong to man. Surely, if ever a 
liuman being deserved to be canonized for greats 
oncloiided intelligence^ and seraphic purity and 
ecstasy of soul, that being was sir Robert Boyle. 
When I reflect that this << pure inteUigenee^ 
" this link between men and angels," was a chris* 
tian, and look around upon the petty infidels and 
deists with which the world swarms, I am lost in 
amazement! Have they seen arguments against 
religion, which were not presented to sir Robert 
Boyle? His religious works show that they have 
not Are their judgmeots better id)U to veigH 
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those trgaments than his was? They have not 
the Tanity even to believe it. Is the beam of their 
jodgments more steady, and less liable to be dis- 
turbed by pasuon than his? O! no; for in this he 
ieems to have excelled all mankind. Are their 
fiunds more elevated and more capable of com- 
prehending the whole of this great subject, with 
an its connexions and dependencies, than was the 
mind a( sir Robert Boyle? Look at the men: and 
the question is answered. How then does it hap- 
pen that they have been conducted to a oonclu- 
uon, so perfectly the reverse of his? It is for this 
very reason: because their judgments are less ex- 
tricated from the influence and raised above thp 
mbts of passion: it is because their minds are le^ 
ethereal and comprehensive; less capable than h^ 
was ** to look through nature up to nature's God." 
And let them hug their precious, barren, hopep 
less infidelity: they are welcome to the horrible 
embrace! May we, my friend, never lose the rich 
and Inexhaustible comforts of religioiH 

AdieU; my S • 

HQ 




\1HE uuhar of " An Inqtdrer," on the a««r7 
of the eulh, bega leaTc to offer the rdlowing ob- 
■ervUkuia to the pQUiaher of " the Britiih Spy,' 
Id antwerto Mmie of hi* addltumU notea. 

WheD the Inquirer read, in the leeond letter 
of the Britiib Spy, that " the perpetual rerolulion 
"of the earth, frtHO wot to eail, hM the obvloai 
-••feodenoyto oonglamerete the loose inda of the 
"tea, m the eaateni eoaatj" — " that, whether the 
"rolliagoftheeuth totheeut giTe totheoecui 
** an actual oounter-enrrent to the weit or not, the 
"newlj emerged ptanaclei are whirled, by the 
" earth'i motion, throngfa the vaten of the deep;" 
and, tVom the oontjntied operatioa of the oaaM 
which produced them, that "all DODtinEnti and 
*' lalandB will be caused, reciprocally, to ap^oxi' 
"mate;" when he read theae and other ajmiiar 
pasugei, he saw no reaaoo to doubt, that the 
Biitish Spy conaidered the ocean now, aa well u 
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•wmcrljr, afTected by the rotation of the earth; 

% to express the same thing more correctly, that 

^e rotatory motion of the earth is but partially 

communicated to the ocean. This opinion, which 

i thousand facts may be brought to disprove, and 

vhich the favourite cosmogonist of the British 

Spy says* no man can entertain who has the 

least knowledge of physics, it was decorous to 

suppose, had been advanced from inadvertence. 

If the meaning of the writer were taken by the 

Inquirer, in a gi*eatcr latitude than was meant,- 

he is not the less sorry for hb mistake, because 

it was a natural one, and was not confined to 

himself. 

But the annotator of the Spy, without saying 
vhctlier the supposed current now exist or not, 
thinks the ybrm^ existence of such a current not 
improbable, and puts a case, by way of illustrating 



* The panage in SmelKe^s tramlation of Buffbn stands - 
diUK But every man, who has the least knowledge uf 
{Physics, must allow, that no fluid, which surrounds the 
•arth, can be affected by its rotation: VoL I. OA Regular 
Wiiidl* 
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bia hjpolheBU. My reaaoniog dd the vUgtOli 

■amevhat diflerent from hii. ii briefly thta. 

Ifthe whole larfate of the earth, when it Brtt 
reeeiveil il» rotatory impnbe, were eoTeced wltS 
water, and ihit impuJte mere eummimietiled t» if 
solid part alme, then, indeed, ■ einrent to th« 
vett vould be produced; and TmiM eontinue, 
until the reuiUnce, occauoned by the friction ot 
the waten, grsdiully oammiiaisnted the wholt 
motion of the earth to the ocean. It ii not eaiy to 
ssy, -when thii current would eesw) but it leemt 
to me, it would be more likely to weir the bed of 
the oceau amooth, than to raJK protaberanoeii 
and cTen, though it were to cauie land bank*, It 
could ne^er elevate them above ite own lent. 

I ihould obsene, that to aroid circumloeutko, 
I admit a current lo the -aeat; besaaae the effect 
i> the same, aa to alloTTon, whether the earth re- 
Tolve under the wBtera, or tlie waten roll orer 
the earth; though the fact it, that the oecan, 
like ttie oil in the plate, in the experiment pro- 
posed, would have a tendency to remain at reit, 
anil winterer motion it aequii-ed, nan be I* (Ar 
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^t, like that of the earthy from which it -was 

If we suppose a few solitary mountains to lift 
(heir heads above the circumfluous ocean, we 
may infer, by the rules of stnct analogy, that 
tfiey would be worn away by the friction of the 
passing waters, rather than that they would re- 
ceive any accessions of soil. 

But let us suppose some ridges of mountains^ 
running from north to south, and of sufficient ex- 
tent and elevation to obstruct the course of the 
waters. In this case, the sudden whirling of the 
earth to the east would force the ocean on its 
western shores, where it would accumulate, until 
the gravity of the mass, thus elevated, overcame 
the force which raised it. Then one vast undula- 
tion of the stupendous mass would take place, 
from shore to shore, and would continue until it 
gradually yielded to the united effect of friolioQ 
and gravity. A comparison between vessels of 
different sizes, partly filled with water, might 
enable us to form a rational conjecture of the 
term of thi« oscillatioD; but be it one year, or 
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many years, I think the effect would n 
bably be, an abrasion of the mountain, 
formation of a continent. 

But the poittilatum, that the first it 
the earth was communicated to its 8 
alone, on which all these suppositions r< 
a possibility: Whether we suppose that i 
which first whirled the earth on its f 
ascending tink in nature's chain of caus 
immediate act of the first Great Cause 
is not unlikely that it penetrated and i 
every particle of matter, whether it w 
liquid, or aeriform. 

On this subject, our suppositions are 
mited only by our invention. One man o 
to electricity, aoeoixiing to an alleged pi 
that fluid; another, to magnetism; a th 
action of the sun's rays; and a fouilh, U 
inherent in matter; according to either 
hypotheses, no current could have exist 

Monsieur de Buffon, indeed, ascribes t 
rotaticm to a mechanical and partial im 
oblique stroke of a comet; but as, aoc 
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\um, the earth was then one intire globe of melt- 
ed glass, its rotatory motion must have been uni- 
form, long before the ocean existed. 

Whoever would dispel the clouds in which this 
question is enveloped, and make it as dear " as 
"the light of heaven," should indeed be miM 
magntu Apollo: but hypotheses, of which nothing 
can be said, but that they are not impossible, 
though they may beguile the lounger of a heavy 
hour, are little likely to further our knowledge of 
nature. In so boundless a field of conjecture, with 
scarce one twinkling star to guide us, we can 
hardly hope to find, among the numberless tmoka 
of error, that which singly leads to truth. 

When the Inquirer spoke of the general bmde' 
veraement which many subterranean appearan- 
ces indicated, he did not mean even to hint at 
' their cause, but simply to express, as the word 
imports, the topsyturvy disorder, in which vegt' 
' table and marine substances are found: the one 
>far a^ot>e, and the other fiur beUm^ the seat of itf 
^oH^inal production. At H^ toaamA he WM it- 
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temptiag to •bow, that erarj eipliuutioD 
I^enofDeDk wn impErfeet ud prenwl 
butlljr iroald hne Tentured to gire otie 
be thoa^ " WG thould not aofler outmIi 
" puiiielj fed on tlie pap of icicncc," ) 
imie anatned m& matariiij, yet, until > 
Attained it, lie thinki it ii better to be ia 
■triogt, thin to itiunble it eveiy itep. 

In the pragreM of uience, I doubt 
■Oand prindples «re abandoned for those 
leu true. Noielty in moral Bpecnlation, 
it raij be, bf oar pauiooa, majr dazzle i 
lead; but in pbju«) tbnogh one error i 
{dice to another, vhen truth onoe gets po 
■be una* it Gnu, erer after. Thut, the 
ef coHoogomm follaw one another. Kite ' 
tnulingupoD wavei each demon Btrsting 
lac; of Ihoae vhieh went before, and pn 
■nrd in turni while the philoiopby of Ne 
qiite of the eonliiiued oppuutiaa of Frei 
demieuuii, and the later reveriei of St. 
fradiull; gain* unirOMl ereiKt and re*pc 



THE BRITISH SFT. 1 8f» 

member of the Royal Society, who accounted for 
the trade winds by the transpiration of tropical 
sea-weed, may have had hb admirers; but he has 
not been able to shake the theory of Dr. Hal- 
ley. If Harvey's system of generation had been 
aa well supported by facts, as his discovery of 
the circulation of the blood, all hostility to the 
one, as well as to the other, would have ended 
with his life. 

It certainly is not philosophical ** to discard 
*' a theory," because it may be unsupported by a 
name, nor yet, because there are other more re- 
cent theories. In these and many other general 
remarks, I intirely concur with the writer, though 
I do not clearly discern their application. 

I cannot cod elude, without regretting, that t 
should be compelled to differ with a writer whose 
talents I so much admire, and whose sentiments 
I so often approve; but, to borrow a celebrated 
•entiment, my esteem for truth exceeds even 
my esteem for the British Spy. Though neither 
of us may chance to convince Uie other, yet, if 
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ODF diMOMlm riioald lead thOM irho hm Ml 
tbe tuDB parentil toadeneti, for putiedlar tf 
pothoet or doubti, to > better nndentuxSiir 
the nittieBt, the ligfat, that ii thni elldted, wB 
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